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Historic city of music on the Danube, Vienna is 
steeped in the legacy of Mozart, Beethoven, 
Haydn, Schubert, Strauss and Mahler. Naturally, a 
fervent love of music is a part of the Austrian 
soul. Amongst Imperial Palaces of the Hapsburg 
dynasty, cathedrals, museums and galleries, 
prepare for a noteworthy architectural feast. 


Jann Arden is a bit tired and, 
somehow, her weary tone is 
fitting for a woman who has 
recorded some of the most 
wistful and intelligent songs in 
recent pop music history. 


Now is the perfect time to escape winter. Fly WestJet to one of our five sunny Florida 
destinations including Tampa, Fort Myers, Orlando, West Palm Beach and Fort Lauderdale. 
We look forward to welcoming you on board, ne ~~ 


Book now at Westjet.com or 1 800 538 5696. WES tf aw 


Or call your travel agent, BECAUSE OWNERS CARE 


AIR MILES@ reward miles can be collected by boaking ontina at westjet.com or with your travel agent. @Trademark of AIR MILES Intemational Trading B.V. Used under license by Loyalty Management Group Canada Inc. and WestJet. See westjet.com for details 
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Loon-ar Year? 


By John Coulbourn 


Despite the hoopla surrounding last month’s lunar New Year celebrations— 
celebrations that ushered in the year of the pig, we are told—indications in the 
popular press would seem to suggest that the year of the pig has been 
superceded by the year of the loon. 


How else can one explain the following: 


NBA player Tim Hardaway got off with a slap on the wrist after not only admit- 
ting that he hated gay people but adding: “(Homosexuality) shouldn’t be in the 
world or in the United States.” His comments came in the wake of retired ball 
player John Amaechi’s coming out in a recent autobiography entitled Man In The 
Middle. Rather than banning Hardaway from pro-basketball for the rest of his 
natural life, which would surely have happened if those remarks had been leveled 
against several other minority groups one could name, NBA Commissioner David 
Stern simply banned the bigoted lout from all-star weekend in Las Vegas, stating: 
“This is a country that needs to talk about this issue. And, not surprisingly, they 
use sports as a Catalyst to begin the dialogue.” 


Pardon me, Mr. Stern, but it would seem that while you have been so busy 
counting the cash and presumably extracting your head from up your fundament, 
that ‘dialogue’ has not only begun, it’s gotten so far in front of you that the only 
way sports is ever going to end up leading this parade is if you wait long enough 
to catch it the second time around. 


Kamloops city councillor John De Cicco has been fined $1,000 by the BC 
Human Rights Tribunal for comments he made in opposing local gay pride 
celebrations, comments in which he labeled the gay lifestyle “not normal and not 
natural”. 


We may not be normal, Mr. De Cicco, but then, by definition, neither are people 
who write with their left hands, play basketball at a professional level or, from all 
appearances, practice the Christian injunction of letting he who is without sin cast 
the first stone. And none of them are denied the right to full participation in our 
society or are held up for ridicule by hopped-up local barbers with a bit of time 
on their hands. 


And if the topic of the debate is reduced to un-natural, the very Catholic Mr. 
De Cicco has obviously never visited a farm or ranch in the Kamloops area, 
where he would find that homosexual behaviour is in fact found in nature quite 
often and that would seem to be the primary criteria for what can be defined as 
natural. 


Meanwhile, we hasten to point out, voluntary celibacy—something practiced by 
a lot of people De Cicco would clearly seem to respect and even revere—is not. 


In Saskatchewan, marriage commissioner Orville Nichols has been hauled in 
front of a Human Rights Tribunal for his refusal to perform same-sex marriages 
because such unions “conflict with his Christian beliefs”. Not surprisingly, this has 
all sorts of folks on the right of the political spectrum in a lather, screaming that 
Nichols’ freedom of religion is being violated. 


One wonders how these same people would react if a government official 
(which is precisely what a marriage commissioner is) were to refuse, in his role 
as a returning officer, to allow a woman to vote, in his role as a police officer to 
arrest a man for beating his wife or in his role as a cook in a school cafeteria, 
refuse to serve bacon, all in the name of personal religious beliefs. 


The fact of the matter, folks, is that no recognised cleric is now—never has 
been nor will ever be—forced to perform a same-sex marriage that was against 
the tenets of his or her religion. 


But when you become part of the civil service, those beliefs are secondary to 
the law of the land. 


The message here seems simple: If you can’t be civil, then become a minister. 
But not a priest, ‘cause, after all, that’s un-natural. 
And finally, evangelicals the world over are no doubt rejoicing over the quick 
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john Coulbourn is a native Aibertan who 


cure accomplished on the person of the 
disgraced Ted Haggard, whose opposi- 
tion to gay marriage and the gay lifestyle 
apparently didn’t extend to the drug- 
fuelled romps he occasionally shared} 
with a male hooker. 


Happily, after only three weeks o 
‘treatment, Haggard has been 
pronounced “cured” of his homosexu- 
ality and welcomed back into the fold by 
the New Life Oversight Board. 


Tim Ralph, spokesman for that board 
(which one suspects might be more 
accurately described as an “overlook” 
board, explained that Haggard’s ‘cure’ 
was accomplished with such dispatch 
(some of us have taken medication to 
quit smoking for longer than three 
weeks after all) because Haggard’s 
homosexual activity “wasn’t a constant 
thing”. 
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One A Time 


By Roy Heale 


How can one possibly find the wisdom to summarise an entire decade in just 
a few words? 


Sometimes it feels as though these past ten years have occurred in the blink of 
an eye and at other times it feels like a lifetime has flashed before my eyes. 


Reflecting upon our launch in 1997 we seemed to be focused solely upon 
producing the next issue of Outlooks and nobody involved in those early days 
would have dreamed a decade later it’s still the same set of daily challenges. 


Originally, the concept for this magazine was to provide a unique alternative to 
all the other Canadian GLBT publications that existed at that time. The inspira- 
tion and vision was to project our gay community and lifestyle in a positive light 
and to focus on the people, their talents, occupations, businesses and contribu- 
tions to society. Also, our goal was to be controversial only when necessary and 
appropriate, rather than seeking sensationalism. It was intended to be like any 
other mainstream magazine or newspaper, but with a GLBT focus. Every story in 
Outlooks would be an original piece written by gay professionals, factually accurate 
and would not appear in other publications with the few exceptions of guest 
columnists or reprints of relevant mainstream stories. All solicited contributors 
to Outlooks would receive nominal remuneration for their efforts along with 
much respect for the time they contributed to this project. 


Local community events would be reflected in our Out & About photo spreads 
and each year a Reader Survey would be conducted and the results or reader 
feedback would be used in future editorial plans. 


Over a period of time we hoped to communicate to Canadians, both gay and 
straight, the complexity and diversity of the GLBT community, and through educa- 
tion raise awareness to eliminate some stereotypical perceptions and 
homophobic fears that existed at that time—especially in our home province of 
Alberta. It was our belief that true equality could only be achieved through under- 
standing and genuine acceptance of any minority. Our goal was to be an instru- 
ment of communication to shed light on the GLBT community in Canada. 


Hence, a publishing mandate was established. 


Along this ten-year journey much has happened in which Outlooks has been 
proud to participate or support. Changes have unfolded here in Alberta and 
across Canada. We hope our role has proven to be an important, significant or 
real contribution to these changes. 


Early in our first year, an historic milestone for Outlooks occurred when 
Calgary’s (and Canada’s) first female Chief of Police, Christine Silverberg, agreed 
to an interview and to grace our November 1997 cover. This bold step for a Civic 
Leader in Alberta garnered both local and national media attention. In Chief 
Silverberg’s own words “It was the right thing to do,” based upon her strong belief 
in human rights and equality for all Canadians. 


Coincidentally this leadership role by Chief Silverberg assisted us in securing 
many other subsequent significant interviews with politicians, celebrities and 
sports personalities—if it was alright for the Chief then others would consider 
talking to us with the knowledge they would be treated with respect and profes- 
sionalism. This proved that real leadership effects change in many ways and 
sometimes it comes from an unexpected place. 


From an endless list of ensuing interviews, here are a few examples: Mark 


Tewksbury, Brian Orser, Senator Ron Ghitter, several Canadian Mayors, Anne 
McLennan (who was at the time Deputy Prime Minister), Jeanie Becker, Sue 
Johanson, The Designer Guys, Tab Hunter. Even Alberta Premier Ralph Klein 
agreed to answer our questions. 


Today, we continue to seek out high-profile subjects for our feature interviews 
and guest columnists. 


Political events such as the 1998 Delwin Vriend Supreme Court challenge of 
Alberta’s Human Rights Act and the provincial and federal same-sex marriage 
legislation have been the subject of many past issue-related editorials. Various 
Municipal, Provincial and Federal elections have received special editorial 
coverage. International events like the deaths of Princess Diana and Matthew 
Shepard were recognised with inspired memorials by our writers. 


Each story brought its own unique GLBT perspective. 


| would be remiss at this point if | did not thank all of the people who have 
made the past ten years of Outlooks possible. Significantly more than 500 writers, 
photographers, models, graphic designers, webmasters, salespersons, editors, 
proof-readers, administrators and distributors have shown dedication and loyalty 
to make each monthly edition possible and always in the readers hands on time. 
We thank each and every one of them for their role in our longevity. This diverse 
group across Canada has worked hard each month to make their contribution a 
part of your reading pleasure. 


It’s also very important to recognise our advertisers’ role in making sure that 
financially we are able to continue to publish each month. Over the past ten years 
hundreds of different businesses have shown their support for the GLBT commu- 
nity through their advertisements. We thank all of them for their past business 
and hope it will continue into the future. 


Our only other source of external revenue is the Canada Magazine Fund 
support for Canadian editorial content, which is critical for Outlooks ongoing 
publishing. We thank the Department of Canadian Heritage for this annual grant. 


Lastly, but most importantly, we thank you—our valued readers—without 
whom the whole purpose of Outlooks would become redundant. Your continued 
readership plus patronage of our advertisers’ businesses is the most important 
component of our ten-year history.Without readers we would simply be another 
publication printed and sitting in racks waiting for people to pick up. Fortunately, 
this has never been a problem for Outlooks, but rather the difficulty has been 
having enough magazines to keep our racks supplied. In fact many people think 
we don’t exist due to the fact that you, our readers, pick us up too quickly and 
empty our distribution points soon after delivery of the magazines. For that 
validation of everyone’s efforts, we thank you on behalf of all concerned with the 
production of each issue. 


Even after 120 issues of this magazine, | still enjoy watching a reader pick up a 
copy and sit down to read a new edition. It’s the raison d’étre in publishing and 
readers should never be taken for granted—it’s a loyalty that must be earned and 
constantly renewed. 


Our original goals and objectives remain very much the same today and our 
reader is always uppermost in our minds when decisions have to be made about 
Outlooks’ content. Hopefully that focus will never change. 


Thank you all for being a part of the Outlooks’ dream and vision that truly has 
become a lasting reality over the past decade, one that we hope will continue well 
into the future. Now, it’s time for us to go to work on the April issue. 


Thank you, 


Congrats Outlooks 
From all of us at GLCSA 


#1, 1230A - 17th Ave SW 
(403) 234-8973 
www.glicsa.org 
info@glcsa.org 
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By Sean McLennan 


The hottest event in town is 
back! After a year-long hiatus, 
Calgary Cares is returning with 
“Pulse”, a heart-pounding evening 
of music, poetry, fashion and dance. 
If you haven’t gotten your tickets 
yet, you're well advised to get on 
that soon: calgarycares.ca— 
tickets are available online this year. 
March 23 is the night, but it will 
undoubtedly sell out early. 


If you’ve been to Calgary Cares 
before, you'll know what I’m talking 
about—if you haven’t, you don’t 
know what you're missing. “Hottest 
event in town” isn’t just hyper- 
bole—in fact, Calgary Cares has 

‘ the awards to back up its reputa- 
saat tion as one of the best events in 
the world. In 2005, it won its third Canadian Event Industry Award for “Best 
Entertainment Production”; in 2004 it was awarded three international awards: 
Gala, Esprit, Westie awards; in 2003 it was awarded the “Best Entertainment 
Production under $25,000” by the International Special Events Society (Western 
Region), and the “Best” Theatrical Entertainment Production Worldwide” at the 
Special Events Magazine’s Gala Awards, one of the most prestigious awards in the 
industry; 2002... well, the list goes on. Suffice to say, Calgary Cares has garnered 
international acclaim. 


So what goes on? There’s a cocktail reception with light entertainment 
followed by a show and dance, with a silent auction throughout. The lineup 
doesn’t capture what makes Calgary Cares unique though—it’s just the structure 
wherein the alchemy occurs. Take the most recent Calgary Cares: 2005’s “Pillow 
Talk”. The energy is as much about the people that attend as what they come to 
see—yourre as likely to see someone in their underwear as you are in a tux. Or 
maybe just body paint. One year a woman came in her wedding dress (“When 
else would | have a chance to wear it again?”). Calgary Cares is an opportunity 
for people to comfortably express who they are,and maybe push the edge a little. 
After all, the event is about breaking down stigma and judgment. 


Cameron Zinger, one of the organizers of “Pulse” and past Calgary Cares 
dancer and model, cites the diversity of attendees as one of the biggest reasons 
for the events’ success. University students mingle with CEOs, gay, straight, old, 
young—everyone’s there and for one night, those demographic barriers aren't a 
social hindrance and everyone is united by their passion and compassion for a 
cause that touches us all. 


A “show” also doesn’t do the event justice. The spectacle at “Pillow Talk” was 
part fashion show, part dance number, and part Cirque de Soleil. What makes the 
performance even more remarkable is that the seventy-five or so performers and 
choreographers are volunteers—in fact the other sixty or so staff needed to 
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Without the dedication of these individuals, 
Calgary Cares wouldn't be able to raise half 
the money it does, if it could survive at all. 
“Pillow Talk” raised $170,000 in 2005. The ’ | 
passion the volunteers have for Calgary Cares cs ba Sara 
shows through. It’s almost tangible and a big part of the atmosphere. 


Ever been to a performance that gets you so hyped up you just don’t want to 
go home? You want to just get out and ... re-enact it. Well Calgary Cares is like 
that—but instead of just sending the audience out into the street, they’re 
channeled into a dance party that is all the more intense after everyone's spirits 
have been aligned through a shared, exhilarating spectacle. Calgary Cares is inher- 
ently participatory. 


While in the midst of one of the best parties of your life, it’s easy to forget why 
you're there. ‘‘Pulse” is meant to ground the event to what it supports. The intent 
is to “globalize” HIV/AIDS in our minds—everyone has a pulse. It’s one of those 
universals of human experience that we all share and it reminds us that on funda- 
mental levels we are more alike than different. It plugs us metaphorically into the 
pulse of the world and our civilization, and reminds us that a threat to the 
individual is a threat to us all, because in this day and age everything circulates 
through our populations as much as our blood circulates through our bodies. 


HIV/AIDS is without exaggeration, the most serious health crisis human 
civilization has faced, and ironically, the virus’s success has as much to do with 
culture as it does with biology. While here in Canada, it doesn’t usually top our 
list of immediate concerns, we'll one day have to face the fact that the collapse of 
an entire continent (as Africa is poised to do) will have a rippling impact around 
the world as surely as losing the polar icecaps. AIDS Calgary (under the direc- 
tion of Sue Cress) does fantastic work in our community providing support to 
people living with HIV and AIDS and spreading awareness so that we can prepare 
for what is to come. It deserves our support—Calgary Cares is AIDS Calgary’s 
largest fundraiser and contributes significantly to the wealth of services and 
programs they provide. And honestly, in this case, contributing is hardly altru- 
istic—attending Calgary Cares is reward in and of itself. 


When no Calgary Cares was announced for 2006, many worried that it was 
the end of the event. According to Cameron, they just needed some time to re- 
evaluate. Every year, they had been raising the bar and the organizing committee 
wanted to make sure that the trend was sustainable. He says this year will be no 
exception. “Pulse” is back at Calgary Cares’ traditional venue, the Jack Singer, this 
year and is still pushing the limits with the “sexed up” style it is known for. 


By the response, it seems people missed Cares last year; Chris Heustis, another 
one of Pulse’s organizers, said that people started buying tickets from the website 
the day after it went live—before any of the marketing was released. Otherwise, 
the community response has been likewise enthusiastic—the volunteers, and 
silent auction items have been relatively easy to secure. 


Tickets are a little pricier than your average night out at $150 a pop but a 
portion of the price is tax-deductible and it’s far from your average night out— 
every Calgary Cares is a memorable experience. Given that | met my husband at 
“Pillow Talk’, I'll even go as far as “life-altering”! Vv 


Photos courtesy of AIDS Calgary 


Sean McLennan is a native Calgarian with (nearly) a PhD in Linguistics and Cognitive 
Science from Indiana University, where he was heavily involved in GLBT education. He 
currently has a full time gig in software for mobile technology. 
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guys for future covers and Don’t You Wish 
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please e-mail a recent photo of yourself, 
. along with stats and contact 
information fo | 


AIDS GdiSanyas DhOUG LG) COnercullidve: 


he, Hocus AIDS CALGARY 


Calgary, Alberta T2G 2&6 ae qos 
Pep awareness association 


HOuTi fAeayve March 2007 vf 


By Roy Heale 
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Austrian National Library® 


Historic city of music on the Danube, Vienna is steeped in the legacy of Mozart, 
Beethoven, Haydn, Schubert, Strauss and Mahler. Naturally, a fervent love of music is a part 
of the Austrian soul. Amongst Imperial Palaces of the Hapsburg dynasty, cathedrals, 
museums and galleries, prepare for a noteworthy architectural feast. 


Yet modern Vienna blends with its historic past, resulting in a wonderful European 
cultural vacation city waiting for the GLBT traveller to experience. 


Renowned for its distinct café culture and imperial nostalgia, Vienna boasts a sizeable 
gay and lesbian scene. There's a café on every corner serving Viennese coffee specialties 
and much more, several of which have been claimed by our community. Plus numerous 
cocktail bars, nightclubs, restaurants, shops and spas are eager to welcome the gay tourist 
and make them feel right at home. 


But even beyond the obvious gay and lesbian gathering spots, Vienna has a very queer 
history. For centuries homosexuals have left their distinctive marks on Austrian arts, 
culture and politics, sometimes subtle, yet always noticeable. Often a gay visitor is 
confronted with the truth about an historic figure when they discover he or she was family. 


A couple of sightseeing tours of Vienna combine the city’s gay history with a fascinating 
walking tour of the old city. These can be found in the Vienna Queer Guide, published by 
the gay-friendly Vienna Tourist Board and are available by mail in advance of your visit 
upon request or at vienna.info for immediate downloading. 


One tour commences at Belvedere Palace, the summer residence of the gay Prince 
Eugene of Savoy (1663-1736), the other starts at the famous Vienna State Opera House, 
which was built by architects who were both business and life partners. Each of these 
tours will give a fascinating retrospective of Vienna's gay past as you discover the city’s 
current gay community hangouts. Even Franz Schubert earns his place on the tour along 
with several other well-known names from Austrian royalty. 


With over one hundred and twenty museums, galleries and palaces to visit during your 
stay, this is a city with much to offer every range of desire and curiosity. Anyone with an 
inquisitive mind or sense of adventure will be dazzled by everything that is Vienna. 


The Ringstrasse Boulevard—once the showcase of the monarchy—completely 
encircles the historic city center.A sightseeing streetcar tour around the ring is a five- 
kilometre stretch of magnificent buildings including the Imperial Palace, the Vienna State 
Opera, City Hall, the University plus several museums and galleries. The golden statue of 
Johann Strauss and the Mozart memorial are both located in beautiful parks along the Ringstrasse. 


With so much history to explore it’s hard to decide where to begin. However, a few 
places stand out as priorities for memorable learning experiences. 


The House of Music is a must to understand the significance of music to Vienna and 
thus, the world. With over 5,000 square meters of space located in the historical palace 
of Archduke Charles of the Hapsburg Dynasty, this hands-on exhibit traces the science of 
music, the great composers and musicians of the past, and today’s musicians. You can even 
be the virtual conductor of the Vienna Philharmonic and the orchestra will obey your 
baton commands and give you their reaction to your musical talent—applause or jeers! 
After your tour, the attic of the building houses the Cantino Café where you can enjoy Tapas 
and other delicacies surrounded by a rooftop view of the city and St. Stephan’s Cathedral. 


The Austrian National Library, commissioned by Emperor Charles VI, is the country’s 
major scientific library. The structure was completed in 1726, but fresco decoration 
continued until 1730. The baroque State Hall is one of the most aesthetic historical 
libraries in the world. Together with marble floors and statues, nut wood bookcases 
housing about 200,000 books, and fresco ceilings, this is a breathtaking example of an 
eighteenth century baroque library which today is kept in immaculate condition. The 
sheer majesty of this building alone is worthy of the trip to Vienna. 


Schonbrunn Palace plus the Imperial Apartments in the Hofburg was the summer 
residence of the Hapsburgs and is just a short fifteen-minute drive from the old city. Of 
the total 1,441 rooms in the palace complex, today forty staterooms in the main building 
are open to the public. The surrounding grounds include architectural features such as the 
Gloriette, the Neptune Fountain, and the Roman Ruin, all of which can be viewed in their 
historically authentic state. The Maze, Labyrinth and Privy Gardens occupy 2700 square 


metres with a range of playful activities to discover and explore. This is a World Cultural 
Heritage Site and is one of the most visited tourist attractions in Vienna. One tour and 
you will understand how it earned this distinction. 


The characteristic interconnected Museums Quartier features a breathtaking 
combination of architecture from many different eras. Here you will also find the modern 
structures of the Leopold Museum and the Museum of Modern Art. Admire works by 
Andy Warhol or modernist artists from Klimt to Kokoschka or dine in the exquisite Die 
Halle restaurant or one of the many cafes in the complex. Throughout the year there is 
a wide range of exhibitions and activities—both inside and out—to enjoy amongst this 
ensemble of buildings. 


A must-visit is the Museum of Applied Arts and the ground-floor restaurant 
Osterreicher im MAK, serving local Viennese cuisine including wild game. The restaurant's 
philosophy is to serve moderately priced, modestly proportioned dishes, thus allowing 
two or even three course meals. A giant wine bottle chandelier over the central bar 
accentuates the historic ceiling and the Ring Window (a small steel balcony) is an ideal 
spot for leisurely drinks at any time of the day. Here, proprietor and renowned Chef 
Helmut Osterreicher guarantees great atmosphere and exquisite food. 


After experiencing the plethora of enchanting interiors, some outdoor activities might 
be in order. The Naschmarkt (outdoor market) offers an exotic journey exploring everything 
that Austrians enjoy as local fare. Fruits and vegetables, meat and fish offer a symphony of 
colour as you wander through the market stalls and alleys searching for whatever may 
suit your fancy. The specialty vendors include homemade vinegars, oils, wines, a variety of 
breads (for which the Austrians are famous) pastries and other local delicacies that will 
inspire any palate. You can select your snacks and eat as you go, or enjoy one of the many 
cafés within the market grounds. 


On the edge of the market is the popular gay Café Savoy which opens at 5 PM. daily, 
the perfect time to end your meandering amongst the merchant's stalls to enjoy a comfort- 
able chair and a cocktail. This traditional Viennese coffeehouse dates back to the Imperial 
era, immediately apparent when you encounter the plush furnishings and stucco walls. On 
Saturdays the Savoy also opens in the mornings when an eclectic flea market, popular with 
the gay community, takes place in the Naschmarkt. 


Closer to the University, you can find one of the brightest stars in the (coffee) skies 
over Vienna—the chic, gay, Café Berg. Adjacent to the gay bookstore Lowenherz 
(Lionheart), this café has comfortable seating and giant windows affording a view for those 
who want to see and be seen. Open from 10 A.M. each day, this is a popular café and an 
excellent restaurant renowned for its Sunday brunches. 


Bar hopping in Vienna will take you through a variety of small, charming establishments. 
If you've been shopping on Mariahilfer Strasse (one of the most popular and longest 
shopping streets in Vienna) the X Bar is located in a courtyard just off this street. It 
provides a perfect sanctuary to rest your weary legs and indulge in a beverage before 
your next foray into spending heaven. 


After a stroll along Karntner Strasse amidst trendy department stores in the inner city, 
one can find a gay refuge in the Versteck Bar (German for “hiding-place”). This is probably 
Vienna’s smallest gay bar, cozy and intimate, within a short walk of St. Stephan’s Cathedral. 


Following a refreshing beverage or a perk up with a specialty coffee, strolling down the 
exclusive Kohlmarkt will reward you with Armani, Gucci, Chanel, Louis Vuitton, Prada and 
many more designer boutiques for shopping bliss. There are many more neighbourhoods 
which boast the best occupational shopping to be found anywhere in the world, and this 
could be your whole vacation if you have the stamina and credit cards to match! 


To step back in time for a special treat, be sure to visit Wiener Schokoladekonig, the 
intimate old-world chocolate shop of Wolfgang Leschanz. Located on Freisingergasse | 
near St. Stephan’s Cathedral, here chocolate is an art form in the Viennese tradition of 
incomparable, exquisite sweets. Who doesn’t need a sugar buzz every once in a while? 


For nightlife you might want to commence at Mango Bar where most local gays begin 
their evening. With all its mirrors, good music and variety of cocktails it’s popular with the 
younger crowd. A recent addition to Vienna’s gay nightlife is Felixx which has quickly 
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become one of the fixtures of the bar scene. The central location, the comfortable 
interior, the quick and handsome waiters create a combination which every patron comes 
to enjoy.As the evening progresses, the Nightshift and Sling clubs cater to the late bloomer 
gay crowd who want to party until 4 AM or beyond. Each club is very popular with locals and 
tourists intent on partying hard and enjoying the dawn with its invigorating sunrise. 


If you have ever enjoyed time at a gay spa—or even if it’s your first time, the 
Kaiserbrundl is a unique world-class experience unto itself. The younger brother of 
Emperor Franz Josef was one of the original patrons. A tranquil mood exists mingling the 
spirits of the past—immortalised in this historic building—with today’s guests enjoying 
modern spa facilities. This distinguished and elegant spa has a friendly restaurant/bar, 
where street clothes are the attire, just inside the entrance, which has become a very 
popular meeting place for people to enjoy good food and afternoon drinks. The spa itself 
is on three levels and includes a Wintergarten, fitness studio, swimming pool, sauna, steam 
room, fresco bar, massage facilities, video room and much, much more. This kind of 
luxurious pampering is a rare experience at gay spas and the classic, historic European 
setting will dazzle every guest. 


While there are no exclusively gay accommodations in Vienna, there are several gay 
friendly places to stay. The boutique hotel Alstadt is perfectly located in the old city and 
provides chic accommodations at reasonable prices including an exquisite gourmet buffet 
breakfast daily and afternoon cocktails in the lounge. With just forty-two rooms, each one 
is unique in size with elegant furnishings designed to suit every taste. There is a look and 
feel to suit every gay traveller’s demands, from elegant four-poster beds to modern studio 
suites. The atmosphere is that of a classic European Pensionne with great character and 
charm. Staying here will quickly make you realise that you are no longer on the North 
American continent and you will easily slip into a cosmopolitan mood at your home away 
from home—within walking distance of major attractions and streetcars. 

If you're visiting during the summer months and the weather permits, you can also 
enjoy the rainbow aura at the City Hall Park (on the side of the Parliament Buildings) or 
check out the Danube Island naturist area around Toler Grund, close to the Steinsporn 
Bridge. Sunshine and making new friends go hand in hand with your Viennese summer holiday. 


With so much more to offer, the only way to really know Vienna is to experience it for 
yourself, explore its multitude of treasures and witness the rich history which is still 
apparent in the Twenty-First Century. 


The majesty of the past, the music from yesterday and today, the Viennese café culture 
and a vibrant arts community—Vienna awaits your arrival. W 


Roy Heale has been the owner of SuperMarketing for the past twenty-four years and is 
the founder and publisher of Outlooks magazine. He is also a member of the Travel Media 
Association of Canada. 
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Coming back 
from CUQSC 


By Jeremy Dias 


: From January 12 to 14, 2007, over 
forty university pride centre delegates 
-) gathered at the University of Manitoba 
for the second annual Canadian 
i Universities Queer Services Conference 
= (CUQSC). 
™ Starting last year at the University of 
} Ottawa, the conference sought to 
bring queer services together to share 
information and exchange resources. 
This year, the Conference Coordinator 
for CUQSC 2007, Jason van Rooy, 
hoped to look at centres nationally 
and explore setting national standards 
and a resource base so that new and 
struggling centres could go to partners for help. 


The conference not only featured workshops on developing standard services 
like ‘Constitution development’ and ‘Leadership skills’, but also catered to more 
advanced centres with presentations on ‘Two-Spirited Peoples’ and “To be or not 
to be out on campus’. 


The organizers recognized that queer services in Canada have developed in 


two directions. “We are starting to see pioneering centres like the University of | 


McGill and Ryerson take on new and dynamic community roles, but then there 
are also centres that are just starting like Sir Wilfred Laurier and Bishops. We 
need to not only get both groups to continue developing, but also get them 
working together to establish a working relationship...or mentorship” says van 
Rooy. 


Complementing the information sessions was a trip to Gio’s, the Oscar Wilde 
Memorial Society’s not-for-profit club that not only creates a safe space for GLBT 
people, but also raises over twenty thousand dollars annually for the community. 


“It is a simple idea, with a big consequence—creating space for our community 
facilitates organizations like pride and other clubs to meet and further develop 
our community,’ said Oscar Wilde Memorial Society board member Jeremy 
Johnson during a speech at Gio’s. 


Other community organizations also participated in the conference, attending 
the information fair on the Saturday of the conference. 


Rainbow Resource Centre coordinator Shelly Smith shared some tips about | 


making funding dollars last as she talked to a group of youth, “We are the only 
resource within the region, so like university centers, we know how to stretch 
resources and services, and still respond to the needs of our community. It is a 
challenge, but we make it happen, and so can you.” 


From the workshops to dinners, the weekend was flawlessly coordinated. 
Delegates flowed through a perfectly planned routine, from one event to another. 


“The conference was more successful than | could have ever hoped,” declared 
van Rooy, reflecting back on the conference weekend. “All of the delegates in 
attendance shared the same vision of making student life for GLBT students on 
their campus better today and into the future.” 


Despite being only in its second year, some delegates felt that the university 
centres could do more in the near future. 
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“This organization (CUSQC) could eventually support the creation of other 
pride centres in universities or colleges that don’t have the numbers to create 
one on their own. And why stop there, why not work with high school, commu- 
nity centres, municipal governments...” said Shawn Watt, Admin Coordinator at 
Wilfred Laurier Rainbow Centre. 


Next year’s conference organizers, Queer McGill, said they intended to start 
planning next year’s conference on the plane ride home. And after the successful 
international conference at this past year’s Out Games, who could blame them? 


Looking up from his coffee, van Rooy said, “The next step for these services, is 
to learn from each other...and to provide better services for their campus. More 
over this is what students will take with them into the world, not just on their 
campus but when they go into the work world.” 


Queer services have become the standard in most universities, and these 
future leaders, both gay and straight are growing up with a new norm. This norm 
could require that business and government start recognizing the importance of 
independent queer services and truly cater to our community. W 


Jeremy Dias is an activist and university student in Ottawa. He is also the 
founder and volunteer Executive Director of Canada’s Youth Diversity Initiative. 
For more information visit jersvison.org 
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TEN YEARS ALREADY? 


By Brad Fraser 


It’s amazing how fast time can pass. In my twenties, a year felt like a decade, in 
my forties, a decade feels like a year. In younger years | could have four serious 
relationships, up to six apartments, three or four jobs and write two plays, a 
movie and perhaps part of a novel over the course of twelve months. In my 
middle years | might have two serious relationships while living in one condo the 
entire time and working on the same number of projects over ten years. 


Societally, the exact inverse seems true. Perhaps it’s a result of the maturing 
process and young people don’t feel this way at all, but it seems to me that 
changes that used to take a decade to happen in society now flicker by in a 
fraction of the expected time. On a profound level, the world has been plunged 
into a completely unforeseen religious war and, on a more mundane level, low- 
waisted pants are apparently on their way out at just the point I’d decided | might 
buy a pair. Was it really just ten years ago when downloading a picture or 
document on the net took hours? Did we really wear army boots with short 
shorts? Will O.J. ever cough up the money the families of his victims won in a civil 
court case? Was there really a time when Americans thought a blow-job from an 
intern was the worst thing a president could do? Were the party drugs really 
much less scary then? Have Johnny Versace and Princess Di been gone that long 
already? Time flies when you're getting old. 


It was also about ten years ago that it became clear the drugs being used to 
treat HIV infection were changing the way we experienced AIDS. After nearly 
fifteen years of uninterrupted sickness and death, there was a seismic shift in the 
gay community when people suddenly discovered they might survive. This should 
have been wonderful news. But for a great many men who had intentionally 
maxed out their charge cards, cashed in their life insurance policies and told 
everyone they knew exactly what they thought of them, it was a mixed blessing. 
| know men today who are still trying to pay the bills they ran up and to live down 
the way they behaved when they thought they were terminal. 


Although these wonder drugs were first viewed with some skepticism, as time 
passed and their promise proved true—despite some truly horrendous side 
effects—the community changed again—and very quickly. While it’s true the 
constant sense of dread, endless mourning and functional despair were lifted, it’s 
also true that, as AIDS rapidly came to be viewed as a “manageable disease”, years 
of education and safe-sex campaigning were undone. Ten years ago | wrote an 
article for a publication in Toronto decrying the misleading use of beautiful, buff 
models engaging in activities like mountain climbing and hang gliding to advertise 
protease inhibitors. The publication received a number of outraged letters from 
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drug companies stating that their advertising was not misleading and was 
presented responsibly. Maybe they were right. A decade later, that advertising is 
responsible for creating a generation of beautiful young men who climb 
mountains, hang glide and casually infect one another with the virus without ever 
seeing the buffalo humps, spindly limbs, sunken cheeks and internal side-effects 
that come as the current price for controlling this disease. 


That being said, it’s also true that, without getting AIDS under some sort of 
control, we may not have won the fight for equal marriage. Ten years ago the idea 
of gays being able to legally marry anywhere was pretty much in the realm of 
fantasy. But the argument for equal marriage wasn’t a gay issue; it was about the 
right for any contributing, tax-paying citizen to partake in the same activities as 
any other member of society. In a true democracy, as | like to believe Canada is, 
this is a very persuasive argument that anyone with a conscience and just a 
smidgen of logic can’t argue. Unfortunately, many of those conscienceless, illogical 
people are my fellow Albertans—but I’m hoping that with the province’s major 
influx of the more tolerant from other parts of the country and the inevitable 
rise of education levels that should come with prosperity, (not to mention the 
fact that the world will not have ended and society will not have fallen apart due 
to gays marrying) that attitude might change in ten years. 


On the media front, 1997 will probably be best remembered as the year Ellen 
Degeneres came out on her successful self-titled sitcom. Some suggested her 
admission put the show into the dumper but, as someone who watched it fairly 
regularly, | can honestly say the writers killed that show, not the lesbianism. Ellen’s 
career did cool, and a second, weak sitcom didn’t help it but today her phenom- 
enally successful talk show makes her lady in waiting to Oprah Winfrey as the 
queen of the small screen. Will and Grace and Queer as Folk were both a few years 
in the future; but a look at 1997's television season shows an amazing number of 
gay characters on shows such as E.R., Chicago Hope, Sybill, Mad About You, Melrose 
Place and even Nash Bridges, to name only a few. Today, controversy comes not 
from the gay characters onscreen, which don’t seem as plentiful as they once 
were, but behind the scenes, as the recent T.R. Knight/Isaiah Washington skirmish 
on Grey’s Anatomy proves. 


| know some will proclaim Brokeback Mountain the most important gay-themed 
film of the last ten years and they might be right. I’m as divided on this today as 
| was when | saw the film. On one hand, it was a well-made, well-acted film that 
dealt with love between men as seriously and realistically as Hollywood deals 
with anything. On the other hand, it did nothing but reinforce the erroneous and 
hetero-comforting notion that such love can never survive. My personal pick for 
best gay themed film of the last ten years is Don Roos’s The Opposite of Sex with 
Christine Ricci and Lisa Kudrow. The story of a hell-child step-sister who wreaks 
havoc on her gay brother’s life and relationship is still hilarious, affecting and 
smartly written. Whatever your taste, the last decade has seen an explosion of 
gay related entertainment—even if it is still generally marginalized outside of our 
Own environs. 


The history of the gay community as a political entity is a relatively short one 
and yet we have accomplished wonders. Our revolutions have led to direct 
changes in wider society, as evidenced by the empowering of other groups to use 
AIDS fighting tactics in calling attention to and forcing advancements in every- 
thing from breast cancer to spousal abuse or, perhaps less impressively, intro- 
ducing straight people to circuit party culture. | suspect the next ten years will 
see the continued breaking down of sexual and gender barriers in all facets of life. 
This might eventually make terms like straight and gay completely irrelevant. Our 
greatest task for the next decade will be trying to keep integration from 
becoming homogenization. Queer culture is unique and it’s important.We are the 
microcosm that perfectly reflects the future of the wider population and that’s far 
too an important role to relinquish for anything. W 


Brad Fraser has worked extensively in print media, theatre, film and television around 
the world for the last thirty years. Find out more at bradfraser.net 
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Torente s Mayor Ts Very, 
Proud! 


By Doug Ross 


The city of Toronto—and in 
particular its thriving gay 
~— community—has struck gold 
again, thanks to the recent re- 
election of Mayor David 
Miller. His second term in 
office as the city’s leader will 
afford Miller the opportunity 
to nurture those mandates 
already in motion, as well as 
to initiate new ones that will 
help him to achieve his goal of 
“a prosperous, inclusive city 
where everyone’s welcome 
and everyone's respected”. In 
our recent interview, the tall, 
blonde and handsome politi- 
cian stressed how proud he is 
to be the Mayor of “the city where the first same-sex marriage was performed”. 
Miller’s support of Toronto’s gay population—whether he’s marching in the annual 
PRIDE parade or appearing on the cover of a gay magazine decked out in black 
leather—is always hands on and highly visible. And when he recently addressed 
a visiting U.S. based organization of convention planners, he told me that he 
“stressed the gay positive aspects that Toronto has to offer”. He also said that he 
“was very pleased to be included in Outlooks’ |0th Anniversary issue”. Yes, 
indeed—we definitely struck gold again! 


Although Miller’s role as Mayor of North America’s fifth largest city saddles him 
with constant daily challenges, intense political pressures and public accounta- 
bility—| must admit he sounded relaxed, confident and articulate when we spoke 
early in the morning. Thankfully he was fun too! While responding to my various 
questions, Miller said that he finds “the city’s gay community to be an extraordi- 
nary one” but that we “should not take victory for granted”. He wants our 
“community leaders to remain united and to speak out strongly—they should not 
let up”.When | suggested that perhaps a disgruntled community leader or activist 
group might take his advice to heart and speak out a little too strongly on some 
upcoming issue that would then put him on the griddle, he good-naturedly 
replied, “I don’t mind if they put me on the griddle, just as long as they remember 
to turn me once or twice”. When | mentioned the estimated eighty million 
dollars that Pride Week pumps into the local economy every summer, and asked 
if there was any consideration for another similar event to be held at a different 
time of year, he unfortunately responded, “No, there are no current plans”. 
However, he quickly pointed out that, “Tourism Toronto is recruiting for a new 
Executive Director and part of their upcoming strategy will focus specifically on 
marketing our city within Canada, as well as internationally, to gay tourists”. 
Hallelujah! 


Under the Mayor’s concerned guidance during his first term, Toronto earned 
international recognition and praise for its various environmental efforts, and he 
said that during his second term he would also “remain strong on the environ- 
mental front with initiatives to create more clean spaces and more green spaces 
for the city”. As an avid supporter of the Arts he was quite happy to report that, 
“this year will be an active one, with a focus on art in public places that will create 
exciting opportunities for each neighbourhood to showcase their diversity in 
various ways”. Miller also sounded particularly proud of the outstanding success 
of Nuit Blanche, the multi-cultural celebration of contemporary art that was 
launched last year, and that due to that event’s immense popularity, planning is 
already underway for an even bigger and better showcase this year. When | 
mentioned another annual event that is a personal favourite of mine, Doors Open 
Toronto, he confided, “it will be expanding this year with the involvement of the 
Toronto Transit Commission who will be permitting the public to tour their 
hidden subway station.’How cool is that? (Note: Door Open Toronto is a 
citywide architecturally inspired urban adventure that should not be missed! This 
unique event allows the public to tour 150 different buildings—from heritage 
landmarks to modern structures—to appreciate the overlooked features found 
in buildings that are usually never open to them otherwise. And it’s free!) 


Regarding other municipal matters, Miller proudly said his aim is for Toronto to 
offer “prosperity, opportunity and livability” to all. He wants “to create wealth 
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and to make certain that that wealth is shared”. He wants to “make the streets 
safe, and to create opportunity so that Toronto’s youth will turn away from 
crime”. (Prior to our interview, Miller had proclaimed January 2007 as Crime 
Stoppers Month.) When | questioned him about the Streets To Homes outreach 
program, he told me that “shelters are just a stopgap measure” and that “several 
hundred homeless are now off the streets and in affordable housing instead”. But 
he also candidly admitted,“ there is still much more to do in co-coordinating with 
other levels of government to provide even more affordable housing, as well as 
more services for addiction and mental health needs”. 


Suddenly, the reality of micro-managing an urban metropolis was getting a bit 
too heavy for me at such an early hour, so | playfully switched tactics—. 


Outlooks: Sinatra or Springsteen? 
Miller: Springsteen. 

Outlooks: Madonna or Cher? 
Miller: Both. 

Outlooks: MAC or PC? 

Miller: MAC. 

Outlooks: Spicy or mild? 

Miller: Spicy. 

Outlooks: Boxers or briefs? 
Miller: Briefs. 


And so—what about the empathetic Mayor’s future political plans? Miller 
chuckled before saying that his “current goal is to complete my second term and 
to achieve all that I’ve set out to”. Fine, but when | pressed further he emphati- 
cally stated that he would “not go into provincial politics.” Hallelujah! Because 
that way | figure he can sail right past GO, collect his two hundred and get to 
Ottawa in a much bigger hurry where an intelligent, non-homophobic political 
visionary as the nation’s leader is desperately needed. Don’t you agree?) -W 


Doug is a busy producericasting director within the Toronto entertainment industry. He 
has just been contracted to ghostwrite a book for a locally-based television personality. 
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Telling A Story 


By Anthony Bidulka 


| did not set out to be a 
writer of gay mysteries. | set 
out to be a writer. Still, here 
| am, the author of four 
mystery novels featuring 
gay, Canadian, prairie detec- 
tive Russell Quant. 


Ten years ago when 
Outlooks was just beginning 
to spread its wings, mine 
were—| thought—fully 
extended and | was soaring. 
Well, as much as an 
accountant can soar. | was 
well into a decade-long 
career with the firm of 
Ernst & Young, on a sure 
path to partnership. | had Beeed three grueling days of exams to qualify for the 
C.A. designation, | had a good salary, a swanky wardrobe full: of tailored suits, 
stupidly expensive ties, spit and polished shoes, and I carried a briefcase. | was set. 
My life was on course. | was doing what I'd set out to do. Only thing was, 
something was missing: passion. And, as many of us know, the absence or loss of 
passion ends relationships and marriages and partnerships and friendships and, as 
it turns out, careers too. | realized, | wasn’t really soaring, only gliding. It was time 
to land, tuck in my wings and reconsider my life goals. 


Anthony Bidulka 


It didn’t take long to admit out loud that what | really—really—wanted to do 
was write, always had, ever since someone first taught me how to form the letters 
of the alphabet. There is something magical about combining symbols to commu- 
nicate meaning, laughter, drama, melodrama, understanding ...the list is endless. 
The admission was the easy part (sort of). The “now what?” was the hard part. 
How was it conceivable for me to call a screeching halt to a life I’d worked and 
studied and sacrificed and paid so much for to take a sharp left turn and become 
this nebulous thing called a writer? Did | have the guts? The talent? The 
wardrobe?! 


Looking back now, | see three things that propelled me forward and, ultimately, 
because of the different roles they played in the process that led me to success. 
The first and most important was a loving and supportive spouse. My partner of 
over fifteen years, Herb, believed in me and my desire and, as any loved one does, 
wanted what would make me truly happy. He gave me the inestimable gift of 
unqualified support. And still, several years later, | feel that from him on a daily 
basis. Second, was a boss who promised—although she put it in much kinder 
terms at the tiime—to pick me up should | fall flat on my face by offering to take 
me back should | ever need her to. And still, several years later, she reconfirms 
that vow whenever | see her (although she generously adds that she’s now quite 
certain she'll never have to make good on her promise). The third thing came 
from me: boundless desire and dedication to do this thing, work hard, and be 
successful at it. And yes, still, several years later, | continue to have that powerful 
desire for and dedication to writing. | wake with it every day, and if | was a puppy, 
a wagging tail would follow me each morning as | head to my home office to 
write. 


In the beginning, my intent was to become a world-renowned thriller novelist. 
| wrote a manuscript and, after doing much “how to” research, submitted my 
astoundingly fantastic story to every agent, publisher and candlestick maker | 
could find. One of the rules I'd learned about the writing life is to never stop 
writing; so | knew | shouldn’t simply sit back and wait to be discovered as the new 
John Grisham, but rather, for appearance sake at least, | should be busily clicking 
away at my keyboard when the million-dollar contract showed up for my signa- 
ture. 


What to write while | waited? It was about then that another age-old rule of 
writing came to me:Write what you know. What did | know? | thought to myself. 
Well, | know about mysteries (having loved them in every form since | was a 
child), | know about travel, | know about being gay, | know about Canada, | know 
about the prairies, | know a little about humour. | got it! I’d write a mystery novel 
featuring the first—and probably only—half-Ukrainian, half-lrish, gay, ex-cop, ex- 
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farm boy, travelling, Canadian, prairie detective being written about today 
anywhere! That'll be fun! And so it was. Over the next months | had an absolute 
ball conceptualizing and creating and bringing to life what would become the 
world of Russell Quant. 


When Amuse Bouche (the first Russell Quant novel) was complete, for some 
unimaginable reason I'd not yet heard from any publisher about exactly how big 
my advance royalty cheque for my _ best-thing-since-deep-fried-perogies-in- 
mushroom-sauce thriller was going to be. No bother, just for the heck of it, I’d 
send out Amuse Bouche, while | got to work on a second thriller novel. But before 
| knew it, my fun little gay mystery was getting all the attention and | was actually 
receiving letters in the mail that weren’t telling me not to quit my day job (which 
I'd already done!). And the rest—as they say—is history (a history that is too 
long to go into within the length of this article). 


People often ask me what are the challenges and barriers and downfalls specific 
to writing gay genre material. | tell them they are no different than those for 
writers of any other genre-specific material. I’ve never concentrated on the idea 
that writing material with gay content makes it more difficult for me to succeed. 
The way | look at it, people will either like my books or not, for a wide variety of 
reasons. Looking just at mysteries for a moment, there are almost too many sub- 
genres to list. Some people favour crimes solved by cats, or aging white Lotharios, 
or bald men who suck on lollipops, or women who wear tight clothing. Some 
people dislike police procedurals, or cozies, or medieval whodunits. | have run my 
career believing gay genre mysteries have as much chance at being read or not 
read as any other mysteries. It is my job to work hard, write the best book | can, 
improve at my craft, be a good steward of the progress of my career, and set 
bigger and better goals that are mine to achieve. 


There is a lot of advice out there for people wanting to write, | can only offer 
my slant. First, | feel it’s important to know what kind of writer you want to be. 
What is your definition of being a successful writer? Is it to see your short story 
or poem in print? Is it simply the act of making the time to sit down and put pen 
to paper? Is it to show what you can do to family and friends? Is it to become 
published and sell lots of books and make money? Is it to educate? Is it to enter- 
tain? Is it a career? A hobby? A love affair that is hot and quick, never meant to 
last forever? Second, set reasonable goals, achieve them, celebrate (more on that 
later), set new goals. Third, communicate with other writers. Spend time with 
writers. Take a class. Join a local or provincial or national writers group. Meet 
people who see the world the way you do (or maybe not), who can dispense 
personal “how to” advice. Try to understand how the writing life fits with your 
own. The fourth and last piece of advice | have is for if and when you do become 
a writer, in whatever way, shape or form: never forget to be grateful and 
celebrate. To this day, for even the slightest achievement or milestone, for every 
good book review, or the first time | see the cover art for a new book, for every 
bookseller who invites me to read in their store, | am grateful and | celebrate. | 
celebrate being a writer. It’s what | do, it’s who | am, it’s me, spreading my wings 
and soaring. W 


Anthony Bidulka is the author of the Russell Quant mystery series. For more 
information, see anthonybidulka.com 
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The -(.. : 
with Charlie David 


How far would you go to get the 
person of your dreams? 


In the film Eating Out, Kyle (Jim 
Verraros) convinced his straight 
| roommate to pretend to be gay to 
get the girl. Now, with the help of 
Gwen (Emily Brooke Hands) and 
Tiffani (Rebekah Kochan), Kyle 
| pretends to be heterosexual to land 
| Troy (Marco Dapper), the new guy— 
@ and nude model—in town, only to 
find himself joining the campus ex- 
| gay support group and nabbing a 
| girlfriend! Kyle’s ex boyfriend, Marc 
(Brett Chukerman), is horrified at 
the plan and decides to pursue the 
| confused Troy with his own tactic— 
being his out, gay self. 


Who will win him first? In the boy- 
eat-boy, boy-eat-girl world of Eating 
Out 2: Sloppy Seconds (the first 
} American gay sequel ever), stakes get 

™ raised, sexual boundaries are obliter- 
ated, and the answer is never what you might expect! 


].D. Disalvatore 


| recently caught up with Eating Out 2: Sloppy Seconds’ producer, J.D. Disalvatore, at 
the premiere in Hollywood. 


Outlooks: Let’s talk about Eating Out 2: Sloppy Seconds, did k.d. lang pick the title? 


Disalvatore: LOL. Is that a fat and lesbian slam? I’m not even sure how the title 
came about from the first film. | tell everyone it’s about a buffet. (A buffet of hot, naked 
man-meat, that is.) 


Outlooks: How did you get wrangled into producing the film? 


Disalvatore: Dear me, | was wrangled indeed. I’ve never done a film for this low 
of budget, but | knew and adored Q Allan Brocka and Phillip Bartell from the GLBT film 
festival circuit. Both are extremely talented. Allan and Phillip wrote Eating Out 2, and 
Phillip directed it. The script was nothing short of hilarious. | call it Voltaire meets 
Porky’s. Its a little sex/relationship romp about young kids at college, but it also has a 
lot to say about the religious right, homophobia and gay politics. 


Plus, did | mention there are naked men? Which does nothing for me as a lesbian, but 
it is kinda fun to be in the middle of a large cast of tall, muscular men. They carry things 
for me, you know, and get things off of high shelves as well. Very useful. 


Outlooks: What were the challenges working with your budget? 


Disalvatore: “Challenges” is such a polite word. Like George Michael had a bit of 
a “challenge” in the Beverly Hill’s men’s bathroom. Or Jennifer Aniston had a bit of a 
“challenge” in divorcing Brad Pitt. The budget was otherwise “generous” as it was 
$10,000 more than the first Eating Out, which put us at a whopping $97,000 to finish 
the film. If you don’t know about film budgets, that’s like buying a steak for 37 cents. 
Or for your lesbian readers, buying WNBA season tickets for $8. 


So, | used all my charm and begging skills. We had a fantastic crew that consisted of 
recent grads from prestigious film schools like AFl and UCLA, along with The LA Film 
School. Everyone was eager and hungry and worked their butts off. It was a great 
environment because everyone still had that wonderful spirit of fun when it comes to 
making films, which | adore. This should be fun! 


Then | rallied support from the GLBT film community here in LA and just pleaded 
with vendors to give me stuff for free, which worked pretty well. 


Outlooks: In Eating Out there’s some boy-on-boy action. What can we expect in 
the sequel? 


Disalvatore: More boy-on-boy action, lots of it, even some lovely penises. So I’ve 
been told (how the hell would | know, ! haven’t seen one attached to someone without 
a strap in twenty years). | can’t judge for myself, but | asked a few straight girls and gay 
men from the office staff to view the dailies and they assured me they were nice 
penises. 


Outlooks: Actors Rebekah Kochan, Jim Verraros and Emily Brooke Hands are 
returning from the original cast. Was there a boot-camp orientation for the newbies? 
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Disalvatore: LOL. Yeah, don’t expect 
caviar and posh dressing rooms! Seriously, those three are amazing actors. 
They all have huge careers in front of them. The comic timing amongst them is insane. 
It’s like the gay Three’s 3 
Company—although _ that’s 
redundant, isn’t it? The 
dialogue in the film is like 
Preston Sturges wrote 
American Pie, and these 
three are just naturals with 
all the quick jokes and 
stingers. 


Outlooks: Speaking of 
orientation, was it 
challenging to cast the film? 


Disalvatore: We had a | 
wonderful casting director, 
Patrick Baca, who did a 
terrific job. He definitely 
gave us the same attention 
and love that he would give ¥ 
his larger clients—he really “= : 
went out of his way to find great actors for the entire cast. I’m very proud of all our 
cast—including the smaller roles. Everyone was a knock out.And remember, dying is 
easy, comedy is hard, so it wasn’t an easy task. 


Outlooks: What was it like being surrounded by hot shirtless dudes everyday on 
set? 


Disalvatore: Lovely. Like | said, if | ever needed someone to get something for me 
on a tall shelf or needed heavy things lifted, there were plenty of muscular men around 
to do it. Also, lots of big, wonderful hugs—and passing the time between takes, 
bouncing quarters off their hard pecs. | think | also asked Andrian Quinonez and Marco 
Dapper to carry me a few times—it made me feel like Fay Wray. 


Outlooks: When can our hungry readers get their sloppy seconds on DVD? 


Disalvatore: Soon! In ,a few months. Buy it for all your friends and family 
(especially the Born Again and Evangelical Christians!) 


Outlooks: What's going on at GP Productions? 


Disalvatore: | just finished producing a wonderful gay surf movie for here! Film’s 
called Shelter. This one is a drama and a really great one. Still lots of man-meat, which 
I’m sure is now my calling card, but a wonderful story about a young man living in indus- 
trial San Pedro who is a graffiti artist and the affair he has one summer with a surfing 
buddy from the rich area of Laguna Beach which shakes up his life more than a little. 
It stars hunky Brad Rowe from Billy’s Hollywood Screen Kiss and Tina Holmes from Edge 
of Seventeen and newcomer (and Tiger Beat pin up) Trevor Wright from Boston Public. 


Outlooks: What’s next for the infamous Woman About Town? 


Disalvatore: Well, I’m finishing post on Shelter now (so look for that at film festi- 
vals this summer!) and beginning on Road to Dinah, which is a lesbian road trip movie 
in the vein of The Sure Thing or It Happened One Night. Yes, that’s right, I’m going to 
produce a film without hunky man-meat! 


Road to Dinah is an old fashioned romantic comedy about a butch and a femme who 
get stuck traveling together from the winter cold of New York City all the way to Palm 
Springs for the Dinah Shore Weekend (spring break for lesbos). As we say in the 
business, comedy ensues. 


Currently, I’m line producing the LA shoot for Blond and Blonder with Pamela 
Anderson and Denise Richards. Honestly, I’m looking forward to dealing with 
Hollywood straight-girl divas to see how it compares to dealing with gay male queen 
divas! We shall see. | doubt these two will carry heavy things for me. Ah well, stay 
tuned... 


Outlooks: If you keep serving up fun GLBT film and T.V. nobody's going to be 
changing the channel! W 


Charlie David is an actor and co-host of Bump! on OUTtv. 


Eating Out was one of the most entertaining gay comedies in recent years and 
was so successful that audiences at April’s Outfest in Calgary can look forward 
to more kinky cases of mistaken identities, gross-out sight gags, and more male 
genitalia than you can shake a stick at in Eating Out 2: Sloppy Seconds.The film’s co- 
writer and director Phillip J. Bartell took some time to answer some candid, 
mildly offensive questions about his frank, mildly offensive film. 


Outlooks: Your short film Crush (which will be shown prior to Eating Out 2) is 
a sweet, heart-warming tale of unrequited love featuring a little girl and her 
teenaged, gay boy crush. How did you go from Disney Channel to HARD TV in 
two easy steps? 


Bartell: Well, Crush did feature a twelve-year-old girl using the word “rimjob,” 
so it’s not like there weren’t hints of crassness in that one. An older gentleman 
who knows me through my films came up to me after he saw Eating Out 2 and 
said, “I suspect this film is very much like you—kind of sweet and kind of raunchy.” 
And he’s right. You can be a kind, loving person and still have a filthy mind.As | do. 


Outlooks: It would not 
be an Eating Out film 
without some full frontal 
male nudity and you 
managed to coax out two 
out of three of your leads’ 
members. Where was 
mister Jim Verraros’ the 
American Idol? 


Bartell: Hidden deep in 
Simon Cowell. Actually, 
there was a scene in the 
script where Jim was 
supposed to take off his 
shirt, but, oddly—and this 
is a mistake of mine—we 
forgot to have him take his 


shirt off. Sorry, Jim Verraros fans! 


Outlooks: Delicious Brett Chukerman appears in both Crush and Eating Out 2, 
taking over the role of Marc from Desperate Housewives’ Ryan Carnes. So what, 
does Ryan think his s**t don’t stink now? 


Bartell: Ryan’s s**t actually does not stink. | can’t get into how | know this, 
but it’s a fact. He was very sweet about EO2, actually. While he wasn’t interested 
in returning to the movie (busy with Desperate Housewives, and, | think, wanting 
to do some non-gay roles for a change), he acknowledged that the first film 
helped him on his way in Hollywood. 


Outlooks: Marco Dapper is possibly one of the hottest men to ever be put to 
celluloid. Where on earth did you find him? 


Bartell: He and | had been dating for years, and—no, to be honest, he was 
brought in by our casting director. Once we picked our jaws up from off of the 
floor and actually had him read, we were pleasantly surprised that he could 
deliver the performance goods as well as the, er, physical demands that the role 
required. 


Outlooks: The film features a rather explicit ejaculation scene and it got me 
wondering, what is cum made of these days? 


Bartell: Flour and water, baked for some fixed amount of time that | now 
forget. My production designer Michael Fitzgerald looked it up online. Apparently 
there are, like, 5000 different fake cum recipes out there. Google “fake cum” and 
have a cum-baking party! 


Outlooks: Okay, here’s an off-topic serious film-buff question. You were an 
assistant editor on Robert Altman’s The Gingerbread Man. What were your 
memories of the Master? 


Bartell: Working with him was a dream for a film geek like myself. We were 
editing in this rented four-story condo in Santa Monica, and Bob hired a chef who 
would cook lunches for us, and so, every day at lunchtime, we’d all head to the 
rooftop where we’d sit and chat and listen to Bob tell stories. After | saw Prairie 


Home Companion last year, | said to a friend, 
“When he’s gone, we're never gonna have a 
voice like his in film again.” I’m gonna miss his 
movies. 


Outlooks: The role of Tiffani (played with 
perky aplomb by bombshell actress Rebekah 
Kochan) was significantly super-sized for this 
sequel. Why do you think that so many gay 
men love Tiffani? 


Bartell: Because gay men love a powerful 
woman, and more so, they love a powerful 
woman who isn’t afraid of saying what she 
wants...especially if what she wants is cock. 
When | was assigned to come up with the 
story for EO2, 1! knew | wanted to do a lot 
more with Tiffani than in the first movie, and 
having edited the first one, | knew that 
Rebekah was more than up for the task. A 
recent review called her the “life force” of 
EO2, and | couldn’t agree more. You can’t stop 
watching her, because she’s always doing 
something interesting and/or hilarious. 


Eating Out 2: Sloppy Seconds is appearing one night only on Monday,April 2nd at 
the Engineered Air Theatre in the Epcor Center Calgary at 7pm & 9pm. Tickets 
will be available atthe doo. W 


Matt Salton is the current festival director of the Fairy Tales International Gay 
& Lesbian Film Festival in Calgary, AB. He can be reached for comment at 
reelpublicity @yahoo.ca 


~ 


ING 


’. EAT ° DRINK 

520 17AVE SW 

403-229-1986 
WWW.MINGEATDRINK.COM 


March 2007 


By Megan Mormon 


Carmen & Ben 


| was a bit nervous about going to Diva’s; although | was a regular in university, 
| hadn’t gone since last Pride and was feeling out of the loop. It’s why | decided 
to come here for my interview. On this Tuesday night in January the club was 
closed to the public, but a group of drag performers was using the space for 
practice and a meeting about Stepdown weekend, then still several weeks away. 


As | sat at the bar waiting for the discussion to end, one of the performers, 
Kelly (aka Quel Surprise) jovially called over to me “Hey, how's our little 
journalist?” “Good. Just writing down some questions so | don’t forget what to 
ask,” | answered. “Where do you put it!” he exclaimed. “That’s what everybody 
wants to know!” | discreetly put my head down as he launched into an enthusi- 
astic description for several unimpressed kings nearby. 


Today’s meeting is with David lvey and Moneca McLean, better known as Miss 
Diva’s 2006/Miss Gay Saskatoon 9, Carmen Roderiquez; and Mr. Diva’s 2006/Mr. 
Gay Saskatoon 9, Ben Dover. Carmen and Ben’s reign came to an end on February 
10, with the crowning of the new Mr. and Miss Divas. The three of us sat down 
in a nook under the stairs for a talk about their year and the state of the drag 
scene in Saskatoon. 


“Performing is a huge rush of adrenaline,’ says Dave, grinning and leaning 
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forward conspiratorially. “And the community—that’s what makes it so satis- 
fying.” 

Over their year as Miss and Mr. Diva’s, Carmen and Ben have appeared in nearly 
two dozen shows, both at the club 
and at venues in Winnipeg and 
Regina. They’ve been invited to 
perform at the university, a bingo, 
and even a wedding. reception. 
Shows fill to capacity, with ticket 
sales raising money for local chari- 
ties: AIDS Saskatoon, the Avenue 
Community Centre, and the 
SPCA. 


After the December closure of 
Headquarters’ Pub, Diva’s is again 
the only gay bar in Saskatoon. It 
has been the social home of the z , 
drag scene since it opened in the early 1990s, with the first Miss Diva’s crowned 
in February of 1998. The Mr. Diva’s title followed the next spring. Saskatoon does 
not have its own court, although many Saskatoon performers are members of the 
province-wide Imperial Court of the Golden Wheat Sheaf Empire, based in 
Regina. 


Dave's first performance as Carmen was in 2000, during his first run for the 
Miss Diva’s title. (| remember the tiny fuchsia Carmen Miranda costume well.) 
Although Carmen lost, Dave kept performing regularly until Carmen’s untimely 
demise a year later, complete with cardboard tombstone on stage. Several years 
later Carmen came back, and was finally voted Miss Diva’s in 2004; she reigned 
for a year with king Just-in Tyme. 


Moneca has performed as Ben Dover for two years, often beside Ben’s drag 
brothers Dyke and Flip. She was drawn to drag through her experience in 
theatre. “I was super femme, and | wanted to challenge my own gender box,” 
Moneca explains. “Politically, | love it.” 


Moneca and Dave are quick to explain that holding a title means more than just 
free drinks and an extra tall crown. Along with the position comes the real-world 
responsibility for planning, organizing, and generally setting the tone for the dozen 
drag shows staged at Diva's in a season, as well as organizing Saskatoon’s dozen 
and a half regular drag performers. It’s a huge undertaking, but from the begin- 
ning Dave and Moneca were determined to do something special with their year. 


Although it has been traditional for the reigning Mr. and Miss to become a 
couple on stage, and even get married, Carmen and Ben’s long, twisty relationship 
took it one step further. “Drag relationships, in the past, have been mostly for the 
performers. Mothers and children and so on—they’re important to the drag 
community, but the audience had a hard time following it;’ Dave explains of the 
complex system of drag families, names and honorifics frequently referred to at 
shows. Moneca adds, “This year has been all about the audience.” 


Carmen 


Carmen and Ben’s relationship is as sordid and complex as any soap opera, 
weaving in many of Saskatoon’s other kings and queens. The story begins several 
years ago when Carmen and Ben began performing together and started an on- 
stage relationship. When they broke up in September of 2005, Ben didn’t under- 
stand why; when Carmen headed for fun in the football locker room, Ben sought 
comfort at the local bathhouse and began a secret affair with Richard Everhard. 
That spring the pair were crowned and agreed to work on their relationship. 
When, having woken up in bed together after Pride, they decided to elope to Las 
Vegas, their friends and family were horrified. Shortly afterward Carmen found 
out about Ben’s cheating and all hell broke loose. After their stepdown show, the 
audience was asked to vote on who they'd like to see Ben end up with—Carmen 
or Richard. “Or both!” Moneca says enthusiastically, “Ben’s fate is in their hands.” 


“It’s not all fluffy Barbie stuff. This year has been darker, but still lots of fun.” 
For Moneca, being Mr. Diva’s has provided a public venue to address current 
social issues in the gay community, such as Ben’s coming out as bisexual and his 
struggles with drug addiction. Their favourite shows? The two all-ages nights that 
Moneca’s children were able to attend. Queens dressed up as Disney characters; 
kids went absolutely crazy for Cruella DeVille. 


At the end of the night | asked Dave if Kelly’s assessment was true. Do people 
really have to ask? He burst into laughter, an obvious yes. The worst offenders: 
straight girls.“They want to know how | did my makeup and how | could look so 
good. People always want to touch your tits, and they think because they’re not 
real they don’t need to ask first.” 


For more information on Saskatoon drag shows, see divasclub.ca. Visit Ben 
Dover on Myspace at myspace.com/bendover2006. W 


Megan Morman is a Saskatoon-based freelance thing doer and fan of foreign candies. 
Visit her online at populust.ca 
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Jay Walsh 
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Keeping The Wheels Turning in Nova Scotia 


By Ralph Higgins 


We Maritimers have often been known as a friendly but self-effacing group— 
inclined to scuff our sneakers in the dirt and say “Aw shucks”, when compli- 
mented. When it comes to queer sports we are even less likely to shout our 
achievements through a megaphone, our inborn reticence allied with a reluctance 
to draw attention to ourselves when hard objects are being hurtled at great 
speed through the air. However, in spite of a history of throwing limp hands in 
front of our faces and hiding during gym class (or was that just me?) big strides 
forward are being made in the arenas of sport. One of the people who is eager 
to promote and encourage this movement is a repatriated Nova Scotian named 
Jay Walsh. 


Born and raised in Amherst, Walsh attended university in Sackville, New 
Brunswick and Montréal. After graduating from Concordia he got a job with the 
Nova Scotia College of Art and Design in Halifax and a few years later moved on 
to work with the federal government and CBC’s Communications Office in 
Toronto. Walsh returned to his native turf about six months ago, and wants to 
bring his expertise in the field of public relations to work for the good of the 
GLBT community in general and in particular to assist those involved in physical 
activities to share in what he describes as the “economic/social/cultural renais- 
sance happening in Halifax and Nova Scotia”. 


Organization is to sport what timing is to comedy: essential. Groups of queer 
Nova Scotians have been happily involved in a variety of sports and recreational 
activities for years. (Halifax Frontrunners have been active since 1994 and Team 
Halifax—now renamed Halifax Mollyz—sponsored by our old friends David and 
Doug at Menz Bar/Mollyz Diner, to name just a few.) However, all would benefit 
from a better communication network for mutual support and from making their 
existence more widely known to the public. While researching queer sport in 
Nova Scotia for this article, for example, | had to rely upon word of mouth infor- 
mation since there was no umbrella group or online site. 


By no means a “jock’”—he’s more interested in books than baseball—Walsh 
began participating in recreational activities when he moved to Toronto about six 
years ago and began exploring the “out-of-bar” events available in the gay 
community. He brought his considerable enthusiasm and energy to a variety of 
games and past times such as badminton, hiking, running and curling. Then he 
bought a bike and heard about the Bike Rally. As he puts it, “I fell in love with all 
aspects of the event, and over my four years with them, moved up from volun- 
teer, to rider/fundraiser, to team leader, and ultimately to sit on the executive 
steering committee. In my last two years with them | really discovered why | 
loved the event so much—because it provided such a strong opportunity for the 
GLBT community to get together, be healthy, be social and show the rest of the 


22 March 2007 OurTLtogKs 


population what we're really all about, which is largely philanthropy, good fun and 


inclusion. Not to mention the importance of raising the issue of people living 
with HIV/AIDS.” 


He sees visibility as a key element in his home province. “Obviously this is first 
and foremost about fun and social activities for the GLBT community. But 
secondarily this is about optics—creating some, so that Nova Scotians see we are 
an active, moving, fun community—and perhaps, more importantly, so young 
GLBT Nova Scotians can see their peers out there, living well, not just slogging 
around in bars or zoning out in front of computers. Halifax is well primed to do 
its own thing. And down the road if we can raise funds and do more philanthropic 
work then even better. [We] will all have another great thing to be proud of.” 


Important as well, Walsh believes, is improving the media representation of the 
gay community. “There is so much work for them to do. They have some terrible 
misunderstandings about [us] and | wince more often than not when they field a 
story about ‘gays’ in the [local newspaper]. 


Walsh wants to avoid any notion that he is trying to take over or install himself 
as a sports expert. His interest is in providing a contact point between the 
various groups that already exist. “I’m willing to do some of the leg work in 
forming the dreaded “c” word—committee—to start exploring options. As a 
communications wonk, | believe this effort is largely about getting the word out. 
Advertising, doing outreach with the university queer scene, find partners who 
can provide spaces, and reaching out around the whole province—and wider— 
to develop linkages with other groups.” 


Of course, funding and sponsorship are required; jock straps and shin pads 
don’t come cheap! Walsh says, “Money can be pulled into efforts like this from 
government and as a group we could start preparing more teams for Gay Games 
or Out Games. We could be hosting national invitational GLBT tournaments in 
a number of sports.” 


There is a Maritime tradition of making important decisions—personal, 
business or political—in the kitchen and Walsh is eager to get conversations 
started over “‘a cup of coffee, a beer and some laughs.” He’d like to begin with a 
social cycling group but is keen to her from people of all backgrounds and inter- 
ests. Anyone wanting to increase his or her fun and fitness quotient can reach Jay 
Walsh at get.out.Halifax@gmail.com W 


Ralph Higgins is a writer, columnist and. book/movie reviewer living in the Annapolis Valley of 
Nova Scotia. 
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By Josh Murray 


Jann Arden is a bit tired and, somehow, her weary tone is fitting for a woman that has 
recorded some of the most wistful and intelligent songs in recent pop music history. 


“?'m coming off of four 17-hour days and | just took the red eye here,” she explains 
from her hotel room in Vancouver. It’s easy to sympathize. The brand new Uncover Me 
is, after all, her ninth disc. She’s been through all of this before—more than once— and 
she never has been one for the exhausting commercialism of pop music. “I’m still going 
and I’m still in the music business,” she says, laughing. “Though it’s beyond me how it 
works and what it is as a business at all these days.” 


It's that simple, frank nature that has endeared Arden to millions of listeners— 
including a large number of gay men across the country. But don’t ask her to speak for 
those followers. “I’ve never been the voice of the people and | never intend on being 
that. The only opinion | can voice is mine.” 


Her reticence to represent others in her music is perhaps surprising given that 
Uncover Me, released last month, is a collection of covers, with Arden attempting to 
breathe new life into the words of other seasoned songwriters. With her typical candor, 
though, she brushes off any notions of musical strategy. “I just picked songs that | sang 
in my parent's basement in the late ‘60s and ‘70s,” she says, plainly. “There are probably 
twenty albums that | gravitated towards and put on the turntable over and over and 
over again.” 


Those well-worn albums helped her amass a collection of tunes that captures the 
same somber, mournful spirit of many of her previous releases. “I think | do write for 
broken-hearted people,’ she admits. “I write about loss and | write about love 
constantly. It interests me.” 


Clearly, the public finds it interesting as well. Arden’s fanbase has only grown over 
the span of her fifteen years in the spotlight. Her 1993 offering Time for Mercy intro- 
duced the music-buying public to her fiercely emotional lyrics and heartfelt vocals. In 
1994, she broke through with the critically acclaimed Living Under June and it’s 
astounding succession of hit singles, including the soft-rock radio mainstay “Insensitive.” 
With sales of over 600,000, it's safe to say that a copy of ...June can be found in about 
one out of every twenty homes in Canada. 


None of that success, nor her eight Juno wins, a gold album in the U.S. or even a spot 
touring the world along side crooner Michael Bublé, has done much to inflate Arden’s 
ego. In fact, nothing about the Alberta girl even hints at the success that would blind less 
grounded performers. ‘I’ve worked with some of the same people for fifteen years,” she 
says.‘| have had the same friends for years and years. | live two miles from where | grew 
up. | write with a pen and blank paper at my kitchen table. I’m habitual. | do things the 
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same. All my shoes are worn out in 
the same place as it were.” 


That familiar place she lives is just 
outside of Calgary. Despite what one 
can only assume are the financial 
resources to stake a claim overseas 
or across the border, Arden remains 
firmly entrenched in the prairies. “My 
family’s there. My friends are there. | 

i have no desire to leave that. | will be 

ae plunked into the ground in Alberta,” 

she confesses. And then the sly Jann 

Arden emerges. “Unless | die, you 

know, unexpectedly in Italy and my 

parents are too cheap to fly my body 

back and they incinerate me,’ she 

continues. “Then my ashes will just—well, they probably won't all end up in Alberta, 
because of the Chinook winds. I’m sure something will blow to British Columbia.” 


Her family—in particular her mother—has developed into an integral part of her live 
show, with fans often yearning for humourous updates.““My mother wants to be made 
into a diamond,” she offers. ‘I’m not kidding! There’s a place in Edmonton. For $30,000, 
they will take a human body and squeeze it into a diamond.” Then she pauses and 
considers the consequences of adhering to her mother’s wishes. “I was just trying to 
picture myself—with my mother around my neck—having a poop. And then having 
both of my parents around my neck and having some kind of wild romp with three 
people in Puerto Rico. I'll be saying ‘Hang on a sec. Hold that thought! Let me take my 
necklace off?” 


There have been no wild romps to titillate gossip bloggers throughout Arden’s 
career. “Il have no desire to have world domination. | have a very moderate, quiet, 
private, little life,’ she admits. That introspective self might be why she has never cracked 
the more glamourous U.S. market wide open. Though “Insensitive” was a Top 20 smash 
in America and her take on Ray Charles’ “You Don’t Know Me” was a soundtrack 
highlight of the Julia Roberts comedy My Best Friend’s Wedding, Arden’s success remains 
mostly above the 49th parallel. 


It might be just as well. “Bring the Boys Home’, the first single off Uncover Me, is a 
poignant plea to end senseless violence overseas—particularly the controversial war in 
Iraq.“‘l probably would have been hung up [in the U.S.],” she says. “But the country has 
shifted. The majority of Americans do not want to be in Iraq. It’s not about anything— 
the war now. It’s just a big giant mess with no end in sight and | don’t know what they’re 
going to do.” 


When Arden turned to express her thoughts on the situation, she didn’t want to go 
the route of a certain outspoken female country trio by taking a purely political stance. 
“Ive tried to steer clear of [that]. 1 write about emotional politics,’ she offers. “I feel 
terrible for the families that have got kids over there. It makes me sick. I’m all for 
freedom fighting and having a strong, democratic country but everybody’s starting to 
realize ‘Uh oh, this just did not turn out the way we thought. And every politician down 
there knows. They're panic-stricken—and it shows and that makes people nervous.” 


Whether she voices the struggle of conflicted politicians, affected families or an 
overarching social movement, one thing is clear: Arden is proud of music’s rich history 
of self-expression. “I certainly value other artists: Bob Dylan, Joan Baez, the freedom 
writers that really rallied and got people on the same page—or not—and at least made 
them think,” she says. ‘Musicians have always been the gatherers of the masses. They are 
the ones that have always unified people and given them solidarity and voiced their 
issues,” she explains. 


Arden’s music is a common touchstone for fans of all shapes and sizes.‘‘l don’t think 
| cater to any one particular type of person,’ she admits. This fact is perhaps most 
evident in the correspondence she receives. “My letters are completely diverse. | get 
[teenage] girls with horrible image problems. | get elderly people that are in palliative 
care. | get married guys that generally like Nirvana but ‘my wife’s turned me on to you. 
| am just stunned at the cross section.” 


Her success with that varied group is clearly a result of her universal themes—but 
also her cleverly ambiguous lyrics, which even surprised the artist herself. “I’m never 
gender specific in my songs and | didn’t even realize that until twenty years after | had 
been writing. | very rarely say ‘he’ or ‘she’ because | always write from a very personal 
point of view. It wasn’t intentional.” Then she pauses for a moment and out comes the 
punchline: ‘I feel like a genius actually.” 


One group that is often attracted to Arden’s poetic, if ambiguous, lyrics is gay men— 
though the singer is at a loss to explain why.“‘l have no idea!” she says, laughing. “I think 
it’s lovely that they do that. They are a force to be reckoned with. They can float a career. 
They are just very loyal—and emotional and sensitive. When people have been 
oppressed or suppressed a great part of their lives, it tends to make them either very 
brutal or very tender and | find that most of the gay men that | know are the latter— 
lovely spirits.” 


She celebrates her gay fans—and friends—but Arden isn’t the typical over-the-top, 
gay icon. In December, she professed in a television interview: “I’m not Mariah Carey.” 
That doesn’t mean there aren't a few similarities. “We have the same birthday oddly 
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enough,” she says of Carey. Then she digresses in her typical, celebrated form.“ took 10th ¢ eae 
my Mom to see her in Calgary. | laughed so hard at the opening. She’s a big girl and she’s anniversary { CAFE¢ BAR 
lovely. She’s fleshy and you want to bite her. You want to put a little salt and pepper on 
there and bite an arm.” Café - Bar - Patio 


Arden soon realized that a shared birthday was the extent of the parallel. “She came 
out in these clear, plastic shoes which she very precariously walked down a long set of 
stage stairs. They spray painted her with some kind of tanning thing but it had this gold 
glitter. It was like an Oscar walking down the stairs!” So don’t expect Arden to don 
similar garb anytime soon. “Perhaps in my casket, just as a last laugh to me,” she recon- 


siders. “Someone give me a real good spray tan and put me in a black bikini!” 


730 -17TH Ave SW . Phone 228-3566 www.melrosecalgary.com 


Instead of outlandish costuming,Arden finds personality far more intriguing in fellow 
performers. ‘It’s the one thing that we're all drawn to.We're all sick of watching a thumb 
with eyes,” she says. “Even if you’re a moderate singer but you have some personality, 
it makes for a great performer. You're not only drawn in by the music but you want to 
hear every word that they say.” 


And listeners continue to want to hear what Arden has to say—and to sing. It’s a fact 
that comforts and humbles her as she progresses in her musical journey. “I feel great. 
Life is sweetly banal. | don’t know how else to explain it. It’s not static but it’s very slowly 
moving forward and it’s very manageable,” she says. Part of this contentment is a recent 
—and widely reported—weight loss. '‘l feel a lot better since | lost some weight. | just 
feel better. It’s just simple little changes and it’s made a big difference in my life.’ Arden, 
never one to focus obsessively on her image, was surprised by the public reaction to 
her now 50-pound-lighter self. “For me, | didn’t really notice. | just kept buying new 
pants!” she says, laughing. 

She does admit that she’s beyond wondering if the weight loss will do anything for 
her social life.“‘l’m now in my forties and you get less and less fussy. You just go out with 
anyone that likes you. It’s really pathetic,” she says, bluntly.“““You got your own teeth and 
hair? Oh!’.” bolside Bar %, 

The wisdom that comes with aging is something Arden obviously treasures—even if Suncoast E 4 
she does so with her tongue planted firmly in her cheek.“I got to a point in my thirties poses 
where I’d have to say,“You know what? | just can’t get drunk enough to sleep with you Leather/Levi Bar 


but thanks’.” 

With eight successful albums in her discography and a new collection on the charts 120 Hotel Rooms & Suites - Heated Outdoor Pool 
now, one has to wonder if the performer will run out of her unique witticisms and Restaurant -2 Sand Volleyball Courts 
material anytime soon.‘‘God, | hope so,’ she says. “Don’t you?” 9 Tennis Courts - — - Live Theatre 


She knows, as well as we do, that the answer is quite simply no. 


The three songs Jann Arden would like to be remembered by years from now? 
“Hanging by a Thread”, “Good Mother” and “Unloved.” -W 
grag RESORT MST 


3000 34th Street South 
St. Petersburg, FL 33711 
F27-B867-LLil 


Photos courtesy of Universal Music 


Josh Murray is a freelance writer who divides his time between New York and 
Vancouver. For more information, visit joshmurray.ca. 
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CD REVIEWS Gregory Douglass Up & Away (Emote Records) 


By Dale Smith From the opening bars of “Light Don’t Shine”, with piano melodies and warm, smoky vocals, Gregory Dougiass 


has you hooked. His lyrics are poignant and mature, and not once does the album falter. While Douglass flirts 
between pop and slightly folk-like sounds, he mixes it up a little with a bit of jazz on tracks like “Living. He also 
knows when to bring out the big guns when he has to, with rich cello tones on tracks like “Into The Sunset” or 
the title track, Up & Away. “Hang Around” is an uplifting love song, and “Who Knows’ is a playful tune that can't 
help but move along to. Overall, Up & Away boasts excellent production, and is an extremely polished album 
which lets the music shine. As this is Douglass’ fifth album, he certainly has a pecierse working for him, and is 
one singer-songwriter that you don’t want to ae you by. 


gregorydouglass.com 


Ember Swift The Dirty Pulse (Few'll Ignite Sound) 


When an artist describes herself as a singer, songwriter and activist, you pretty much think that you'll get an album 
recorded on someone's back porch with an acoustic guitar and maybe a tambourine. Fortunately, Ember Swift is nor that 
artist, and in fact has given us an album that absolutely defies expectation. The sound is polished, and there's not only 
elements of jazz, but with the addition of a horn section, there is a fun and friendly sound that even makes me think of 
a less aggressive kind of ska. You don’t expect music with a message to sound this good, or this accessible. But while 
there is defiance of expectation when it comes to sound, when it comes to lyrics, Swift’s activist roots are full blown. 
Not that this is a bad thing, but my sense in listening to the words was that the lyrics tended to be a little too trite, and 
even a little too cute in places. Music with a message indeed, but certainly not a subtle one. 


emberswift.com 


cI" Naked Highway Novocaine Smile 


Like a trip back to new wave, with a few more drum loops ee in for good measure, Naked Highway s serve 
slice of modern retro, There is a very gritty feel to this album, from the distortion on the synthesizer sounds 
ae ee vocoder effects and disharmonies in the vocals. Indeed, it’s not sophisticated, terribly polished, and feels very { uch like 
NAKED BIGHWA AY avery independent album. That said, the lyrics themselves are fun, explicitly gay, and a bit dirty s like Be 
Friends”, “Better Off Naked” or “MakeUMine” are all fun and eminently listenable. Other tracks “TF eS 
make you shake your head a little from the overdone Internet clichés. Overall, Novocaine Smile is aged effort the 
promise for the future, once front man Sy Boccari starts puccing ona bit more pals : 


nakedhighway.com 
Robert German Sirens of Brooklyn (Pigeonhole Records) 


There's no easy way to classify Robert German, as he mixes pop, folk, blues, a bit of jazz and even a little bit of cabaret in a fairly 
intense, thought- provoking album that is nevertheless intensely listenable. German plays a fairly acoustic sound, his voice 
sometimes twangy, sometimes cooing, sometimes channelling Louis Armstrong. But above all, it’s his words that have magic, 
They're well-crafted and poignant, and belie a great depth of soul. Some of them are playful, some of them sexy, some of them 
intensely vulnerable, all of them diamonds in the rough of the music scene. With every successive listen to the album, more of 
those gems reveal themselves, And German's been getting notice-—Wolfe Video packaged his single, “Marlboro Man”, as a bonus 
for people who ordered the Brokeback Mountain DVD through them, and per haps never was a song better suited for such cross- 
promotion. Sirens of Brooklyn is one album that deserves a second look. 


robertgerman.com 


— Amy Winehouse Back to Black (Island Records, Universal). 


It’s been three years since Amy Winehouse amazed audiences with her oe ie sounds, full at sharp and biting lyrics. This time ound. 
Winehouse has ditched the jazz and has instead embraced the soul sounds of the sixties, but rest assured-—she's as dark and biting as she ever was. 
Written during what Winehouse describes as a “black period” in her life, this is not an album full of happy ballads or sweet sighs of a woman in love. It’s 
the rough and unpleasant side of love, from drinking away your sorrows (the genius first track,"“Rehab’), infidelity on your part (the album's second single, 
“You Know I’m No Good”), the depression (the title track, “Back To Black’), picking up the pieces (“Tears Dry on Their Own’), and those sleepless nights 
(‘Wake Up Alone’). Throughout, the soul sounds add a unique element on the modern music scene—plus, it’s paired with words you would never hear 
any musician utter in the Sixties (witness “Me & Mr Jones”, where the backup singers even repeat some of Winehouse's profanity with a little doo-wop). 
Overall, this is one album you cannot afford to miss, because it'll be on the lips of everyone in the know. Pick it up. You can thank me later. 


amywinehouse.co.uk 
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Passing The 
BAR 


“It was the place | could go where everybody knew my name, at least whatever 
name | was using at the time.” 


By Rick Pollard 


“It was like a gay version of the Elks, or maybe the Royal Purple.” 
“My mother was tired of me dancing in the basement. She made me go.” 


“People just dressed better. And they didn’t all smell of stale beer. Of course, 
that was probably because they smelled like cigarette smoke.” 


“| thought it would be like Babylon, on Queer As Folk.” 


It seems every gay man in Regina has a story about the GLCR. Some of them 
are even true. 


The Gay and Lesbian Community of Regina (or GLCR) has operated continu- 
ously in Regina for thirty-five years. Originally called the Atropos Friendship 
Society at its first meeting in February 1972, it has been a vital part of the lives 
of gay men of all ages, shapes and sizes over the years, particularly in the critical 
years after they first come out. 


The first bar was called the Odyssey Club and operated out of a private home 
on Smith Street in the Transition area. In the early days, the club operated as a 
venue for “private parties”; members even brought in their own bottles of liquor. 
Those early years engendered a culture that many members claim, or complain, 
continues to this day, the idea of the GLCR as “everyone's living room”. 


In August 1980, the original club was sold, and a new location opened at 2069 
Broad Street, called Rumours. In 1985, the GLCR moved to a location in the 
Warehouse District. Finally, in the summer of 1999, the GLCR moved to its 
current downtown location at 2070 Broad Street. 


The move was not without controversy. Many long-time members were 
uncomfortable with a bar whose main entrance was located on one of the busiest 
streets of the city. Other members argued that increased visibility was the point. 
Proponents of the move also had a vision of the GLCR as a community centre, 
offering a community helpline, a multi-purpose room available to queer commu- 
nity groups for their events, and a focal point for community development activity. 


The fears of some members that the increased visibility would invite increased 
gay bashing have proven to be unfounded. But the new location has also failed to 
live up to its advance hype as a queer community centre. For better or worse, 
the board of the GLCR spends most of their time and energy operating the bar, 
often bouncing from one crisis to another. 


There were rumours in recent months that the GLCR board was fighting a 
losing battle. Speculation was rampant that, on the eve of its thirty-fifth anniver- 
sary, Canada’s longest running, community owned GLBT nightclub was about to 
close its doors forever. 


Cory Oxlegren is the long-time president of the GLCR, and was one of the 
principal architects of the bar’s move to its present location in 1999. He laughs 
off the rumours. of the GLCR’s imminent demise. “I’ve been hearing this for ten 
years,” he says. “ People notice that the bar looks quiet for a few weeks, and the 
rumours start. There are cyclical trends to these things. This isn’t new. It’s 
happened before. And it will happen again.” 
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He points to indicators that the GLCR is actually on very solid ground when? 
compared to the past.“ We have no debt. We have money in the bank for renova- 
tions. We don’t need major infrastructure improvements right now, like we did a 
few years back with the new deck, where we had to dip into our savings.” 


The bar is staffed mostly with volunteers; all of the bartenders are volunteers, 
for example, and subsist entirely on tips. Oxelgren admits that the bar has had 
difficulties in the past retaining paid staff and volunteers, but insists that this has 
changed. “Again, it goes in cycles. We had problems for a while, but now we have 
new blood and new faces. People are coming out of the woodwork to volunteer.” 


For all of Oxelgren’s brave words, however, it is clear that the GLCR is no 
longer attracting the same crowds it once did. Long-time patrons offer specific 
criticisms of the bar when asked, including bartenders, music, the cleanliness of 
the washrooms, and for a surprising number, the seemingly endless parade of drag 
shows. But it is clear that the changing times and their changing lives are also 
factors. 


“It’s predictable. The same things happen every weekend. It’s the same music 
and the same people.’ 


“In many ways, it’s the same reason that | liked it for so long. After a while, the 
same thing just wears thin.” 


“All of the gossip and bitchiness just wears on a person. Everyone thinks they're 
really amusing, but they’re not.” 


“| don’t need to go there anymore to feel comfortable being gay in a public 
place. Maybe it’s because I’m at a point in my life where I’m just more comfort- 
able, but the fact is, | just don’t need the bar anymore.” 


“It’s more OK to be gay in 2007 than it was even in 2000.” 


Oxelgren notes that gay bars are struggling all over the country. “I find it 
amazing that a city the size of Calgary has only five gay bars.” Still, he insists that, 
for all of the advances for gay and lesbian people in recent years, gay bars remain 
a necessity. 


Former patrons of the GLCR agree. 


“Young people who are just coming out need a place they can go, drink, let 
loose, and pick up.” 


“You can go other bars and gawk at hot men, but, for the most part, you can’t 
do anything about it.” 


“It serves a purpose for people who are just coming out. | may not need that 
service anymore, but there are others who do.” 


“You could go by yourself in the old days, and have a good time. |! wouldn’t do 
that now.” 


“Most of us have friends and families who are accepting. We forget that a lot of 
people live a very different reality. Kids still kill themselves all the time because 
they’re afraid they won't be accepted, and they don’t see an alternative.” 


Oxelgren suggests that the time may have come for the bar to advertise its 
existence more widely to the greater community, perhaps even in rural 
Saskatchewan. There was a time when we wouldn’t have dared to do that. But | 
think now we can. In fact, | think we have to.” 


One long-time patron suggests that the GLCR needs to re-think entrance 
policies designed for a different, more anxious, time. “The front door needs to 
be as welcoming as possible if this is to be a place for people who are coming 
out. Right now, if you don’t know an existing member, you can’t get in.” 


Others say that the bar needs to operate more independently, and that the 
focus of the GLCR board should be community development. But they question 
whether the organization can change its focus so radically. 


“It’s a cultural thing,’ says one long-time member.“The leadership of the GLCR 
typically comes from its existing volunteer base, which are bartenders. They're 
not going to push for radical change. But radical change is what the GLCR needs 
if it's going to do the job it needs to do.” 


[With appreciation to Saskatchewan Resources for Sexual Diversity, a website 
operated by the Special Collections department of the University of 
Saskatchewan Library, for the historical background information] W 


Rick Pollard is a long-time community activist and one of the co-hosts of “Out On the Air”, 
a GLBT program that airs Wednesdays on CJ/TR community radio in Regina. 
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MOVIES 
TO CURL UP TO 


By Dale Smith 


Proteus 

Directed by: John Greyson 
From: Domino Production 
Running Time: 101 minutes 
Release Date: 2007 


Based on the court transcripts of a South African 
sodomy trial in 1735, Proteus is a look at Robben 
Island, Cape Town’s penal colony, and the forbidden 
relationship between two of its inmates. In 1725, 
young Khoi herder Claas Blank (Rouxnet Brown) is 
sentenced to ten years hard labour, and he comes to 
-4 find himself working alongside Dutch sailor Rijkhaart 
Jacobsz (Neil Sandilands), who is serving time for 
sodomy. At the same time, botanist Lourens (Brett 

“8 Coldin) and his illustrator, Virgil Niven, (Shaun 
Smyth) are can in order to give names to all of the plants they find in South 
Africa, and they pay particular attention to the King Sugarbush. Niven even has 
Blank tell him local tales about the King Sugarbush, which Blank exaggerates in 
the hopes of getting rewarded. Jacobsz and Blank begin a secret relationship, and 
while Niven once finds them in the act, he begins sending them off together to 
fetch water in order to encourage them. 


The history of Robben Island plays a large part in the film. According to an 
onscreen graphic, in 1735 Swedish Botanist Carolus Linneus names the King 
Sugarbush Protea Cynaroides, which in 1964 was proposed as the national flower 
of South Africa. That same year, Nelson Mandela was sentenced to serve time on 
Robben Island. That bit of connective history gave Canadian director John 
Greyson the idea to make a period film that was full of 1960s anachronisms, giving 
us visual clues about the long and sordid past of the island itself. 


As well, the theme of being able to give name to something is strong 
throughout the film. That botanists like Lourens are trying to name everything is 
contrasted by the relationship between Blank and Jacobsz, which is something 
which cannot be named, either by Blank’s culture, nor really by the Dutch 
colonists (as evidenced by the three court reporters, who like a Greek Chorus, 
try to put names to the charges presented)—even in the film’s three languages of 
English, Dutch and Afrikaans. In Proteus, Greyson delivers us a film that is at once 
genius and heartbreaking. 


Imagine Me & You 
Directed by: Ol Parker 
From: Fox Searchlight 
Running Time: 93 minutes 
Release Date: 2005 


On the day of her wedding to Heck (Matthew 
Goode), Rachel (Piper Perabo) meets Luce (Lena 
Headey). Luce had been hired as the wedding’s florist 
by Rachel’s mother Tessa (Celia Imrie), and was 
convinced by Tessa to stay for the reception. At first 
it’s just a glance in the church, but suddenly, all of ; 
Rachel’s assertions about love—that it’s something } 
that has to be nurtured, that the first-came-friend- |} 
ship-then-came-lovers of her relationship with Heck } 
is the way to go—are all thrown into chaos. What if ” 
those stories of love at first sight are true? 
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Rachel is torn—she feels an immediate connection with Luce that she tries to 
convince herself is simply the sign of a strong friendship to develop between the 
pair of them. She even tries to set Luce up with Heck’s friend Cooper (Darren 
Boyd) until Luce tells Cooper that she’s gay, and the two of them form an unlikely 
friendship in the process. But when Rachel learns of Luce’s sexuality, her confu- 
sion grows even more pronounced. As much as she wants to explore the feelings 
she has for Luce, she also feels the need to pull away to honour her relationship 
with Heck—a relationship that is already showing signs of strain, and that the 
passion she once had for Heck has died down. 


Imagine Me & You is a very light-hearted film that certainly plays on its comedic 
elements better than many films in the genre. The fact that it’s British has a lot 
to do with the way that the sensibilities come off—one has the distinct impres- 
sion that if this were done by the Americans that it would be overly weighted 
with sentimentality and that the angst of Rachel’s dilemma would come off with 
overbearing seriousness. The cast is also phenomenal, especially the other 
members of Rachel’s family, such has her father Ned (Buffy’s Anthony Head) and 
her eight year-old sister H (Boo Jackson) who insists that the initial stands not 
for Henrietta, but rather “Jesus H. Christ”, which is what her mother said when 
she found out she was pregnant. 


Above all, the film is one in which the nature of love is explored, where the 
depth of feeling is the gauge of a relationship, and most of all, it explores a passion 
that cannot be denied. There is little or no coming out drama—just the realisa- 
tion that love is love, and certainly an enjoyable experience to watch. 


Another Gay Movie 
Directed by: Todd Stephens 
From: tla Releasing 

Running Time: 93 minutes 
Release Date: 2006 


Make no mistake—this film is neither 
highbrow, nor is it terribly politically correct. 
What it is, is the gay spoof of American Pie, 
where four gay teens pledge to lose their 
virginity over the summer. At the centre of the 
film is Andy Wilson (Michael Carbonaro), who 
best describes himself as “bottom curious”. 
Nico (Jonah Blechman) is the queeny one, who 
also happens to be “dating” a blind girl and 
whose mother just thinks he’s a bit “special”. 
Jarod (Jonathan Chase) is the jock who declares 
himself a total top, but is overcome with size issues. Rounding out the cast is the 
nerdy Griff (Mitch Morris) whose crush on Jarod has been unrequited for years. 
Encouraging this foursome is the loud and crass lesbian Muffler (Ashlie Atkinson), 
who also happens to be the biggest stud on campus at San Torum High School. 


The film, from the very opening sequence, is one raunchy joke after another. 
But more than just the high comedy of the continued sexual situations is the very 
look and aesthetic of the film. Director Todd Stephens chose to set this film in a 
kind of alternate reality that he describes as “The Brady Bunch meets John 
Waters”. Full of the bright colours and geometric shapes of the Brady-esque 
look, it’s also an idealised world where none of the characters deal with any of 
the agony of coming out or being gay—their sexuality is so normalised that they 
get to be like every other teenager and just do what other teenagers do—be 
hormonal. That “hyper-perfect reality” can be amusing on its own, but also allows 
for the film just to play strictly on its comedic elements and spoofing other gay 
films rather than dealing with being gay. 


The film is also loaded with a stellar gay cast, from appearances by Scott 
Thompson and Lypsinka as Andy’s parents (both of whom play their parts 
brilliantly), to Graham Norton as their foreign exchange teacher, Mr. Puckov, and 
even the original Survivor winner Richard Hatch makes an appearance—without 
digital censorship. Stereotypes are out in force, from leather-clad bears to 
NAMBLA, and all those little in-jokes pop up, like the scene where Nico’s mother 
(played by Stephanie McVey) suddenly pops up wearing a rainbow vest covered 
in PFLAG buttons holding a tray of diner fare a la Sharon Gless in Queer as Folk. 


§ Another Gay Movie is a hilarious film that you won’t want to miss. W 


Dale Smith is a freelance writer who lives in Ottawa. His work also regularly appears in 
Capital Xtra and Ottawa Xpress, and he has previously written for XY Magazine. 


CALGARY CARES 2007 


An unforgettable evening of music, dance, couture 
theatre and interpretation in support of HIV/AIDS 
7:00 PM © FRIDAY, MARCH 23 

EPCOR CENTRE’S JACK SINGER CONCERT HALL 
205 — 8TH AVENUE SE 

For tickets visit calgarycares.ca 

or call 403-508-2500 
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JUSTIN; UASON, WHY DON'T YOU 
GO PLAY WITH UNCLE SKY FOR A 
WHILE——UNCLE NATHAN AND I 
NEED TO TALK ABOUT SOME= 
THING. IS THAT OKAY; 
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MOM! LOOK, SKY GAVE US CLAY 
AND WE'RE GONNA MAKE 
SCULPTURES! 
SSNIFFS OH! 
GREAT, GUYS! 


EAT ¢ DRINK 
520 17AVE 


403-229 -19 
WWW.MINGEATDRINK.COM 
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HEY, RISA! HEY, 


C'MON, GUYS. YA WANNA LEARN 
HOW TO PLAY THE GUITAR? 


ESE, ARE YOU 
OKAYP YOU WANT 
SOME COFFEE? 


WE CAME INTO THE CITY 
TO 00 SOME SATURDAY 
CLOTHES SHOPPING... 
AND JUST THOUGHT 

WE'D SURPRISE YOU. 


L.. | THINK MY MARRIAGE 
IS OVER. 


DANE AND I DON'T TALK ANY MORE. 
IT’S LIKE LIVING WITH A STRANGER. 
ALL HE CARES ASOUT IS WORA—— 
WHEN HE’S HOME, HE ALL BUT 
IGNORES ME ANDO THE KIDS. AND 
HE'S MORE INTERESTED IN SURFING 
THE WEB FOR PORN THAN MAKING 


WHATP/ OH MY GOD. 
I KNEW YOU TWO HAD 
PROBLEMS, BUT | HAD 

NO IDEA [T WAS 


CHELSEABoYS. COM 
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YAH, | GOT ALL THIS CLAY FOR A 
NEW SHOW I'M WORKING ON, 
CALLED “STAGES OF WOMAN - 
HOOD.” OW, DUHS THAT REMINDS 
ME; I'M LOOKIN! FOR SOMEONE 
TO POSE, EHP A WOMAN WHO'S 
AROUND 35... DO YOU 

HAVE ANY FRIENDS 

WHO'D, LIKE, MAYBE 

WANNA DO THAT? 


YEAH, | THINK IT’S 
TIME | TRIED SOME 
NEW THINGS. 


@© 2007 HANSON+ NELIWi 


Christine Silverberg (1997) 


A Journey from the Margins to 
the Core of our Community 


By Christine Silverberg 


It has now been ten years since | met the Publisher of Outlooks, Roy Heale, at 
an AIDS fundraiser in Calgary. | was the only “community leader” present—and 
it was obvious to me then that the GLBT community in Calgary was marginal- 
ized. 


There was a widely held view in Alberta that AIDS was simply or only a gay 
issue. Gays and lesbians were variously described as “sick”, “abnormal”, “deviant”, 
or “criminal”. While certainly not all Calgarians nor all Albertans shared this view 
or these sentiments, | couldn’t help but think that the prevalence of fear and 
misunderstanding contributed to the reasons for the notable absence of political, 
public sector and corporate leaders willing to lend their voices to the battle 
against AIDS. Too many people chose not to socialize with those whose sexual 
orientation was different. It was really the same attitude that had brought gays 
and lesbians, historically, into disrepute—trammelling their rights and freedoms, 
victimizing them and subjecting them to violence. | knew it was wrong; it affronted 
me to see people treated this way simply because they were exercising their 
rights, as human beings, to say they were gay. At the time, | was Calgary’s Chief 
of Police, so | had the opportunity to do something. 


It was only a small gesture, but symbols are important. That spring, in 1997, 
Outlooks was just getting its start; in November | agreed to appear on the front 
cover. That may not seem like much now, but in the mid-1990s people were 
shocked. My appearance drew headlines in mainstream media and was the 
subject of radio talk shows. It also drew hate letters. | received some support 
too—the Calgary Herald said that my “bold gesture of friendship to a maligned 
community is her sign, both to the city and the force, that tolerance is a byword 
of a new era ...”. That’s what | strived for as Calgary’s Chief of Police—a new 
era of tolerance, inside and outside the Police Service, in both public institutions 
and the community. 


The time was right. | arrived in Calgary as Chief in 1995, the same year that the 
Supreme Court of Canada unanimously held that the equality rights set out in 
section fifteen of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms prohibited discrimination 
against gays and lesbians. In the spring of 1996, 1! established the Gay/Lesbian 
Liaison—a year before meeting Roy Heale and appearing on the front cover of 
Outlooks—to promote effective two-way communications. That same year, “sexual 
orientation” was added to the Canadian Human Rights Act as a prohibited 
ground of discrimination. These milestones were important, both for Canada and 
for our community, but entrenching rights is a long and arduous journey. 
Sometimes it seems like the journey never ends. 


In 1998, the Supreme Court of Canada, in the Alberta case of Vriend v.Alberta, 
held that “sexual orientation” should be read in to Alberta’s Human Rights, 
Citizenship and Multiculturalism Act as a prohibited ground of discrimination in 
Alberta. In 1999, the Supreme Court of Canada, in the Ontario case of M. v. H., 
held that same-sex couples had to be accorded the same recognition under the 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms as heterosexual common law couples. The same 


year, the Alberta Court of 
Queen’s Bench ruled that two 
lesbians could become legal 
parents of children. 


Chief Silverberg at:the 1997 World 
P*PolicelFire Games « 


| retired from policing in late 
2000 to embark on a career in 
law with Gowlings Calgary, but | 
| continue to watch, with great | 
personal interest, the debates | 
about the rights of the} 
gay/lesbian communities. For | 
the first time in its 100-year | 
history, Statistics Canada 
included same-sex questions in | 
its 2001 census. The statistics | 
under-represented actual } 
figures for same sex relation- 
ships, but it is noteworthy that 
Calgary ranked fifth among 
Canada’s major cities in terms 
of people reporting that they 
were in same-sex relationships; nearly five per cent of common law couples 
declared themselves homosexual. 


In 2004, sexual orientation was finally added as an “identifiable group” within 
the hate propaganda and hate crimes sections of the Criminal Code. Finally (and 
thankfully!), in 2005, the Crown Prosecutor stayed charges of unlawfully keeping 
a bawdy house against the owners/operators of a gay bathhouse raided by the 
Calgary Police Service in 2002. The reasoning is significant: the case depended on 
whether community standards were violated and community standards had 
changed. People had become more tolerant. There was therefore little likelihood 
of conviction. 


In 2005, Canada enacted same-sex marriage legislation. It was with great pride 
that | attended my first gay marriage in a church in Calgary on December 31, 
2005—a celebration of a union that had already lasted thirty-two years, but now 
could be considered a marriage in the eyes of the law. Ten years after | arrived 
in Calgary, when advocacy for the gay community was considered, at best, risqué, 
and at worst, contemptible, | was witness to an extraordinary public and spiritual 
declaration of commitment. 


There was, and is, nothing extraordinary to me about celebrating such commit- 
ment. It is right. | am passionate in my beliefs about valuing diversity. | am fervent 
in my convictions about the dignity of the individual and the achievement of 
precious individual potential and talents. Barriers and misunderstandings still 
remain. Challenging barriers and fighting for the rights of others have been at the 
heart of my personal and professional life, and | know, only too well that we can 
never rest on our laurels. 


We are making progress on our journey towards inclusiveness. Discrimination 
on the basis of sexual orientation in Alberta is prohibited in public statements or 
publications, in goods, services, and accommodation, in employment applications 
or advertisements and in membership in trade unions, employers’ organizations 
or occupational associations. The Canadian Human Rights Act, the Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms, and the Criminal Code have all recognized equality rights 
too, and the Supreme Court of Canada has been unequivocal in its denunciation 
of discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation. Gays and lesbians can get 
married now in Canada (although Alberta has adopted the term “adult interde- 
pendent partner” to describe the married relationship between same sex 
spouses). 


| am optimistic. But | am also a realist. Discrimination still exists, and hate- 
motivated violence still occurs. Such discrimination and such victimization are 
intolerable—and we must continue to fight it, issue by issue, person by person, 
with dignity, humility and strength. | will always stand with my gay and lesbian 
friends in their journey from the margins to the core of our community. W 


Christine Silverberg was Chief of the Calgary Police Service from 1995 to 2000. 
She now practices advocacy law with the national law firm Gowling Lafleur 
Henderson LLP in Calgary. 
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HOROSCOPE 


March comes in like a lion and out like a lamb...at least that is the rumour. But rumours can be proven wrong. Uranus 
will square Jupiter through the month and will plant a few surprises in our life journeys. So ignore convention and take 
a risk. Come Out with a roar and not a bleat, lambies. 


ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 

As much as you'll try to keep a secret this March, Uranus and Jupiter have other plans for you. Anything 
that you try to cover up will be revealed. Your cosmic baggage will be opened, your psychic garbage tossed. 
Proud Rams will be splattered on the front page and it will come as a surprise. No matter. Get ready for 
your close-up and remember to wear clean underwear. 


TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 

Although you think you know your friends, one or two of them will unleash a grand surprise that can 
change the tenor of your relationship. Will they declare their secret love or disdain? Will they be 
underhanded or overarching? March will reveal all thanks to Jupiter square Uranus. Prepare for the shock, 
awe and eventual adjustment. 


GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 

There'll be a few potholes created on your corporate superhighway this March thanks to Jupiter square 
Uranus. Pink Twins who have been happily cruising along may find that they need to detour or even 
abandon their current vehicle. Toss the map and try to maneuver with your instincts. Tough terrain makes 
for a better navigator—at least that is what I’ve heard. 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 

March will bring many opportunities for you to travel, learn a few new tricks and generally expand your 
outlook. But gay Crabs are homebodies at heart and may not feel like leaving their familiar surroundings. 
But venture you must. Jupiter will square Uranus and push you Out anyway. You might as well plan your 
itinerary as best as you can and enjoy the ride. 


LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 

Love ‘em and leave ‘em this March. Proud Lions will be full of sexual spark and will be ready for anything 
and anyone (not necessarily in that order...). Jupiter and Uranus provide fun, frolic and flirtation. Mix it all 
together in one large (you hope) cocktail and take a sip. Heck, why not just dive right in! But will you find 
yourself in over your head? Pack an inflatable just in case. 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 

Relationships will be in for a shake up as Jupiter and Uranus square. Queer Virgins who are barely involved 
will find that they have to choose or lose. Unstable partnerships can teeter. However, good ones can go 
from good to great. And if you are on the prowl, you never know what animal you can bag. Grrr. March 
forth—all through the month! 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 

Proud Libras can overextend in the exercise department if they are not careful. You think you can take on 
much more than you really can but reality will bite. Jupiter square Uranus will make your reach exceed 
your grasp. What seems like a little will feel like a lot. Hmm. Will you pull a muscle or two this March? Only 
if you are very lucky. 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 

You will have ample opportunity to kick back and just have a good gay time this March and why not? Proud 
Scorps can nibble from every treat and sip from every cup with reckless abandon, But be warned cousin; 
Jupiter square Uranus may bring the festivities to a frenzy. Will you spin out of control and become a 
dissipated old thing? | guess some things never change. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 

Your public persona will come into focus in March, helped in no small part by Jupiter square Uranus. Gay 
Archers are often upfront, Out and about but there will be something uncomfortable by the amount of 
scrutiny you may face now. In fact, your life could be put under a microscope where every flaw is examined 
and every asset is enlarged. Let’s hope for the latter. 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 

Before you have a great prescient idea, give it time to mull in the back of your mind before you express it 
publicly. Jupiter squares Uranus and makes a mountain out of a molehill. For pink Caps with an ulterior 
agenda (and that is often the majority of you), it is time to put aside any selfish motives and go, instead, for 
altruistic aims. Easier said than done, apparently... 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19) 

Common wisdom dictates that friends are supposed to be helpful, supportive and, when the rubber meets 
the road, stand by you as allies. But as Jupiter squares Uranus, you may find a few surprises in your platonic 
relationships often because of disputes over money. How common do you want to be, Aqueerius? Trust is so 
overrated sometimes. 


PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 

As Guppies claw their way to the top of the corporate food chain, they may miscalculate in March and 
could actually fall a rung lower. It is preventable however; Jupiter square Uranus can make you overly 
confident to the point of arrogance. The secret is to retain your humility (or at least the appearance of it) 
and soldier on. 


(c) 2007 THE STARRY EYE, LLC., All Rights Reserved. For Entertainment Purposes Only. Can’t get enough? 
Join the blog: thestarryeye.typepad.com/queer Lichtenstein’s HerScopes;A Guide To Astrology For 
Lesbians is an international sensation. Buy it and feel the vibration. 
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Remembering 


Lulu LaRude 


By Darrin Hagen 


The Canadian drag scene lost a shining star 
in February. 


Charles McDuff Gillis, famously known as 
the mighty Lulu LaRude, passed away in 
Halifax on Feb. 8, 2007, after a battle with 
cancer. 


Gillis, who grew up an army brat, arrived in 
Edmonton in the early 1980s. Within months, 
he was working at the infamous Flashback, and 
he had created his drag persona: Lulu LaRude. 
Lulu rose to prominence on sheer chutzpah and skill, and was elected Entertainer 
of the Year, and then Empress IX of Edmonton in 1984. 


In 1988, he moved to Toronto to perform with Canada’s longest-running drag 
troupe, Rusty Ryan and the Great Imposters. Eventually he returned to Halifax, 
where the Legend really took root. A fixture at almost any Halifax cultural event, 
Lulu became a much-sought-after host for myriad clubs and causes. 


Right up to the end, as long as he was able, he kept performing. Lulu spent the 
last few years hosting the wildly popular 5 Minutes of | Fame at Reflections night- 
club (for years, the hottest Thursday night ticket in town). He also returned 
annually to Edmonton to co-host the Loud & Queer Cabaret. He recently 
celebrated his twenty-fifth anniversary of drag performing. 


Legions of fans and hundreds of friends will remember Lulu as the quickest wit, 
and the warmest talent in Canada. As well, his life was dedicated to raising the 
profile and respect of the art of drag and its impact on the greater community. 
He was recently awarded a special citation from the Mayor of Halifax for his 
tireless efforts on behalf of the Halifax Rainbow community. 


Chuck left this world surrounded by his husband, his family and his dear 
friends, and thousands of fans across Canada. 


On a personal note, | would like to thank Lulu for a quarter-century of inspi- 
ration and friendship. His easy laugh, his wicked talent, his passion for life will be 
missed by all who met, or even just got to watch, Lulu. W 


Darrin Hagen is the author of The Edmonton Queen, which details the early 
years of Lulu. A Tenth Anniversary edition is due for release in the spring. 
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OUTLOOKS’ FEATURE B&B 


Wesiways Guest House 


Rate patlo 


www.theeaglesnestbandb.com 


1.866.766.9350 


e-mail: eaglesnestbnb@hotmail.com 


Welcome to the powna Corre Oflalibu! 


Gay Puerto Vallarta's largest "straight-friendly" basic modern 
condo-hotel. Torre Malibu is located one block directly behind 
the world famous blue and green chairs on the beach known 
as Playa Los Muertos. It is a short, quiet walk at to all the great “it 1207 Beddis Road R jaeau Inn 
nightlife and restaurants. gee Salt Spring Island ww, Rideaulnn. 
Se ey ORE British Columbia 
V8K 208 Canada 


PHomejin the heart.of 
Way steps from the 
A gay Village" 


TheBlueEwe 
CABINinthe WOODS 


A Memorable Escape 


Hot Tub & Sauna 7 
ae rs f 177 Frank Street Ottawa, ON Canada 
‘a Amapas 325 A Beautiful Place 613.688.2753 - 877.580.5015 
| Colonia Emiliane Zapata Please visit our associate property in 
Pl veto Vallarta, Jalisco, Mexico wwwsaltspring.com/blueewe AUNCateG suena Se ee ene ee 


rideauinn2005@rogers.com 
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» Gite/B&B 


1453/55, Montcalm Montreal, QC H2L 3G9 


info@sirmontcalm.com 1641 Amherst. Montreal, Qc, H2L 3L4 4 Sparking Pools & Hot Tubs 
Tel. (514) 522-7747 (7SIR) Tel. (614) 597-0878 ) Bonded Notue Wak 
www.sirmontcalm.com info@aubergell.com ; f peiciarlrs' inPS. 
2 / WING CREEK CABINS HouseOn Over aunts 
McGill B&B 5 star Amenities 
Video Lidrary with over 1000 files 
24 hour Adut Chamels 
Saturday BBQs 
Lavsh Continental Breakast 


A Church St. village 
Bed & Breakfast 
www.mcegillbb.ca | 


416, 35]. 1503 


Clothing Aways Optional 


250.353-2475 
oe BC, Canada 
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{ reservations 800-798-8781 526 Warm Sands Dr., Pain Soings W WwW. allworldsresort. com } 
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Resorts 


palm springs 


When visiting 
§ 


Ottawa, relax 


Son neniiel 


in the 


elegance of 


our beautiful * y 
Discover the 


Victorian 
bed & F 
breakfast 


in the heart of 


comfort of 


Upscale... 
Not Uptight! 


the Inn on 282 Somerset St. W., Ottawa 


Somerset. 


www.innonsomerset.com 
email: info@innonsomerset.com 


the action. 


Join us at 
Palm Springs Most 
Beautiful 
Men's Resort! 
Guest House Clothing Optional 
Upscale Amenities 
Pet Friendly 


Experience our 1912 Arts & Craft heritage home 
with its English ambiance. 


All are welcome, including your favourite pet 
Rolls-Royce Service 


Stay 6 nights get 
7th Night Free 


888-411-4949 www.laposada.com 


216 - 25 Avenue SW 
Calgary Alberta 
Phone: 403 229 1758 Toll Free: 866 846 7038 


westways@shaw.ca 


WWW.GAYWESTWAYS.COM 
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Dr. Lorne Watson I : ; : 1 Dr. Watson Takes 
~ ‘His Musical Ease 


By Peter Carlyle-Gordge 


Dr. Watson was, of course, the 

©) famous sidekick of famed fictional 

detective Sherlock Holmes, but 

-®& ~~ Manitoba harbours another Dr. 

a : ity be l'vniyittee wa, Watson who's spent a lifetime 

ae 4 meri a) gscckrs clues to musical talent 
eth LE ieee 


rather than mysterious, unsolved 

- crimes. 

Now eighty-seven—he’ll be eighty-eight in July—Dr. Lorne Watson is well 
known and respected in local and national music circles and is the former 
director of the School of Music at Brandon University. As a young man, he 
actually met his hero, Rachmaninoff, who was giving a recital in Toronto. 


“| remember shaking his huge, droopy hand and was thrilled to actually meet 
him backstage,” he recalls. “At the time he was my hero and | planned to be a 
concert pianist myself back then. But he had no grip in his handshake!” 


Watson, who now lives in Winnipeg, grew up in Leamington, Ontario. His father 
ran a grocery store. “It was a very small town but | was lucky enough to get the 
only really gifted piano teacher living there. She even liked to play jazz, which was 
not what the average piano teacher did.” 


The family lacked money but he won one of only four scholarships to study at 
the Toronto Conservatory of Music in 1938, following an interview by music 
worthy Sir Ernest MacMillan, who took him under his wing. Watson was president 
of the first year class at Victoria College, graduating with the Conservatory Gold 
Medal. Soon he was performing with the Conservatory Symphony at Massey Hall. 


He was drafted for World War Il and became a radar technician in the air force, 
where he often played piano in the NCO mess hall. He says the armed forces 
experience gave him a wider outlook on life and far more confidence. Always 
intensely private about his personal life and same-sex orientation, he had the 
unpleasant experience of seeing one of his friends dishonourably discharged for 


Gay & Lesbian Community Association 
4 - 120A 17th Avenue SW Calgary, AB T2T OB8 


GAY AND LESBIAN COMMUNITY SERVICES ASSOCIATION 
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


“Toke notice that the Annual General meeting of the Gay and Lesbian Community 
"Services Association (GLCSA) will take place as follows: 


‘Wednesday, April 18th, 2007 
Old Y Common Room 
223: 12th Avenue SW, Calgary 


“At the AGM we wil elect the new Board of Directors. All members 
In wo io ing shall be entitled to one yote per ms er at he 
AGM of the Association, Membership can, be obtained/renewe 
‘the GLCSA office or on location prior to the meeting, 
Following the meeting, please % Us Tor a: 

¢ 


Community Appreciation wine & cheese reception 


at 


By attending the AGM, you 099 make your voice count by 
| arian in discussions and voting (or running) for the next 
0 fleet 
0 


We mation contact the GLCSA office. 
| 


to seeing you there. 
403-234-8973 
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that reason.“They ripped the buttons off of his tunic and it was quite disturbing,” 
he recalls. 


Little surprise that he praises the more enlightened attitudes today and 
especially the famous speech by Pierre Trudeau, saying the state had no business 
in the bedrooms of the nation. Back then, in the 1940s, it certainly did. 


He did basic training in Clinton, Ontario, was transferred to Prince Rupert, 
B.C., and later on the way to England. Within two weeks of bombs being dropped 
on Japan, he was discharged and ready to continue his musical education, but he 
enjoyed his time as a radar technician.““Radar was new and exciting back then and 
| always did well at school in science,” he recalls. 


Looking back, he says he has been lucky in his career and doesn’t regret going 
into musical education rather than pursuing a concert pianist career. In 1948 he 
graduated with a B.A. from the University of Toronto, became a pianist and 
arranger and led a dance band at Muskoka hotels. 


Later, he did his Master’s at New York University and in 1976 he completed his 
doctoral thesis at Indiana University. He used his time there to complete some 
gaps in his musical background and thoroughly enjoyed his sabbatical. 


His big break really came in 1948 when he was invited to become director of 
music at the tiny Baptist Brandon College, which had a small music department. 
He expected the job to last a year, but he loved the small liberal arts college (later 
Brandon University) and he took root. In fact he stayed for forty-five years, 
expanding the school and its programs and building it into a highly regarded part 
of Canada’s musical mosaic. 


Last year, the Brandon Music School celebrated its centenary and he was feted 
at its centenary celebrations. While there, he ensured it got a new building, which 
was opened in 1963 by Sir Ernest MacMillan. He directed the music school till 
1981, then stepped down but stayed on as a full professor and Director of the 
Conservatory of Music. 


One of his 1948 piano students who attended his Brandon classes now has a 
son who is concertmaster of the Boston Symphony and another son who is 
concertmaster of the Quebec City Symphony. Brandon University named Watson 
Professor Emeritus and in 1988—his fortieth anniversary at the school—the 
Queen Elizabeth II Music Building named its recital hall after him. 


In her lifetime he was a close friend of the late, noted Canadian composer 
Sonia Eckhardt-Gramatte, whose music is often heard on CBC radio as well as in 
concert halls. 


She came to Winnipeg in 1952 from Europe. Dr.Watson became a close friend 
and promoter of her work. She had been a child pianist and composer prodigy in 
Europe. “When the Russians invaded Vienna, they wanted the rings on her fingers 
and threatened to cut off her fingers to get her rings,” he recalls.““Very fortunately 
for us, that didn’t happen.” 


His strong support for her work actually led to Brandon University becoming 
the home for the annual Eckhardt-Gramatte Competition, which brings brilliant 
young musicians from across Canada to compete. The composer’s late husband, 
Ferdinand, was curator of the Winnipeg Art Gallery. 


Dr. Watson’s past positions include chairman of the Eckhardt-Gramatte 
Competition for the Performance of Canadian Music, president of the Manitoba 
Music Educators’ Association and president of the Canadian Association of 
University Schools of Music. He’s also served as a director of the Brandon Music 
Festival and sat on the boards of the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, the 
Encyclopedia of Music in Canada and Brandon Allied Arts Centre. 


Dr.Watson joined the board of examiners of the Royal Conservatory of Music 
in the 1950s and has adjudicated across Canada as well as performing in recitals 
across the country and on CBC. Until last year he was privately instructing a 
small group of talented music students. In retirement he still enjoys concerts, the 
ballet and walks in the park with his greyhound, Charlotte. 


A bridge enthusiast, he’s often played with Prime Timers bridge club. 
His only regret was that he couldn’t have been more open in the past about 


| his orientation, but he has always been a consummate professional and kept his 


personal life very private. 


“| think the world is becoming much more tolerant and that’s a good thing,” he 
says. “There may still be some school bullying for gay students but things are 
better than they once were.” 


He’s right of course. No one today would be humiliated or dishonourably 


| discharged from the military simply because of who they are. Progress indeed. 


|v 


Peter Carlyle-Gordge is a former Manitoba correspondent for Maclean’s and The Financial 
Post. He has written for mast major magazines and newspapers in Canada as weil as broad- 
casting on the national and international networks of CBC Radio. As honorary press secre- 
tary to the Lieutenant Governor of Manitoba in the 1980s, Peter was awarded the Queen’s 
Jubilee Medal for services to Canada in 2003. 


\ Michael Phair 


By Jonathan Busch 


It was a real pleasure to engage 
Councillor Michael Phair in conversa- 
tion for the first time, on an assign- 

| ment to fish out his opinions on the 
past ten years of “gay Edmonton”. 
Obviously, I’m acquainted with his 
prestige, gay-in and gay-out, as it floats 
amid an abundance of political and 
cultural activity in our city. But our 
visit was far less unnerving than my 
first in-house encounter with City 
Hall; Councillor Phair—Michael— 
expresses himself like a warm, enthu- 

siastic high school dean (with a sprinkle of Elton John or Truman Capote), and 

makes the whole community feel like its mine as much as his. 


While I’ve lived in Edmonton two and a half years, some of its been under a 
rock. So my first question, “What did our city’s community look like ten years 
ago?” is genuine. 

“What comes to my mind,” Michael begins, “is the year the Delwin Vriend case 
was decided in the Supreme Court. At issue was that the Alberta Human Rights 
Code needed to include sexual orientation as protected grounds. [Before that], 
a person could be fired, as a teacher in a school, and there was no recourse. It 
was monumental, and a real turning point.” 


“What immediately happened when the decision came down, a number of 
Cabinet Ministers at the time indicated that they would find ways for Alberta to 
get around it. It turned into a week of the most negative and derogatory 
comments we had heard about gays and lesbians for many years. There were 
radio shows, letters to the editor, and | had a number of calls threatening to do 
me in, to ‘string me up’.” 


While Ralph Klein refused to respond, Michael publicly indicated what was 
occurring in a city council meeting, and promptly left the room. “The next 
morning, | held a press conference to indicate that the kind of thing happening to 
me was happening across the province. Some Albertans ugly and vindictive 
comments brought out the worst [in people], which was why the Supreme Court 
decision was needed.” 


And what has changed since this period? Michael thinks of the widespread 
acceptance of gays and lesbians across the province. “Today | can’t imagine any 
Albertan saying that gays and lesbians shouldn’t be protected by the Alberta 
Human Rights Code. We're not only tolerated, but we’re respected.” 


As for gay marriage, Michael hadn’t anticipated that’s what we'd be on top of 
this quickly. “But | caution that there is still some hatred, and we make sure we 
do what we can to eliminate that so it doesn’t rear its ugly head.” 


Michael Phair 


Perhaps equally as significant an issue, | ask Michael what's been the most signif- 
icant for him as an individual in the past ten years, be it as a gay man, community 
leader, or just a human being. After a brief pause, he says, “Probably the 
widespread acceptance that I’m gay, and a politician. It isn’t that people try to 
ignore it, they recognize it as OK.” 


And that was certainly noticeable even as | was first introduced to Michael this 
afternoon. In the hallway outside the office of the City Councillors, there’s a 
modest panel of framed pictures. Of the fellows, Michael’s is by the far most 
charismatic; it’s a warm close-up, his big smile and decorative eyeglasses on proud 
display. His office is laid out with numerous knick-knacks, most of which imply 
some form of innuendo: party streamers, a boxed Ken doll, a Christmas banner 
that reads, “Now we don our gay apparel”. He makes it pretty clear. 


Meanwhile, | wanted to address what Michael thinks the Edmonton’s GLBT 
community could improve upon. “Unfortunately, | think there’s too much bias and 
prejudice in the gay community about the Aboriginal people and other minori- 
ties,’ he says. “We have not done very much as a community to systematically 
look at discrimination, and that’s something we can and should address.” 


And what are Michael’s favorite things in Edmonton’s cultural scene to be 
involved in? “Pride, in particular, | love parades. And | love the CARIWEST 
Caribbean parade.” He shyly addresses a photo on the wall of himself strutting 
down Jasper Avenue in a flamboyant, gold sequined costume and headdress. 


“Tl also love the Loud and Queer cabaret. The breadth of entertainment, writing, 
and singing that is part of our community is fascinating, and very enjoyable.” 


Is there an area of Edmonton that we can appropriately dub a “village”? “I don’t 
have a sense that gays are located in a particular area like some other centers, 
and | don’t know if that will ever happen.” 


But what about the Oliver area—Michael’s designated ward—a part of the city 
in which it’s next to impossible not to encounter a fellow queer at most times of 
the day? “I live in Oliver, and think of that as having a fair number of gays and 
lesbians, bars and other establishments. But they’re relatively new, and how long 
will they stay?” 

Instead of the formation of a gay village, Michael would simply like to see more 
businesses that cater more 
specifically to gays and lesbians. 
“We certainly have restaurants 
that they go to, and coffee 
places, God, they’re filled with | 
them. It’s just that nobody gay 
owns and runs them, like you 
might find in Vancouver or 
Toronto.” 


| ask Michael what kind of 
advice he may offer for queers | 
looking for some community 
activity? He has two ideas in @ 
particular: “One is the Pride § 
Centre of Edmonton, for questions 
issues and meeting people in 
non-threatening situations. And | 
there are numerous gay andj 
lesbian organizations that cater | 
to sports, nature, arts, and | 
culture. See if there’s one of | 
those that interests you, and get 
involved. We're fortunate to live in a city with a wide range of activities.” 


Though | only hung around Michael’s office for just over half an hour, it was a 
valuable experience to encounter one of Edmonton’s most recognizable and 
darling queer personalities. His unique, dynamic presence is felt throughout our 
city, in several directions. My only suggestion is that perhaps City Hall could look 
into marketing Beanie Babies in Michael's likeness; there would certainly be a 
market for anybody who would like to take some of his charm home for the 


night. W 


Jonathan Busch is a student and freelance writer. He lives with his cat Mooshoo 
in downtown Edmonton. 
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2” Entre-Nous 


NETWORK 


What are you waiting for? Entre-Nous is Canada’s only 
professional matchmaking service catering exclusively 
to same-sex relationships for the long-term. Our mem- 
bers are busy professionals who know what they want, 
and aren't willing to settle. We have changed the lives 


of thousands and strive to be the most successful form 
of gay dating. Call today... 


1-866-467-5252 ie 
www.entrenousnetwork.com 
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PRES RY 
WILLIAMJOSEPH 


Outfest’s featured performer 
Share in the laughter at her 
live, one woman show. 


j 


Jack Singer Concert Hall 
EPCOR CENTRE $55.00 

- $115.00 Ticketmaster. 
Sponsored by: 

Courtney Sebree Aarbo and 
Fernie Getaways 


www.calgary2007.com 


COURTNEY SEBREE AARBO 
barristers G solicitors 


12:10 pm 


7:30 & 
9:30 pm 


FOR DECADE: 


PALI ALL OF US AT PRIAPE 


we 


April 2 - 7, 2007 


James Picken will play © n on the fabulous Carthy Organ. Music of love, longing and breaking free. 
Jack Singer Concert Hall EPCOR CENTRE $12.00 at the door. ROR by; SECTION XXIII architectural design 
Fairy Tales International Gay & Lesbian Film Festival | - y Se 

Engineered Air Theatre ERCOR CENTRE $10.00 at the door 


MF SUCCESS! 


12:00 pm 


8:00 pm 


Pianist Allen Reiser’s plays Music to Enchant a springtime recital destencd to otian and bewitch the senses. 

Jack Singer Lobby EPCOR CENTRE $12.00 at the door. Sponsored by: SECTION XXIII architectural design 
BitchSlap! Tells the tale of two consummate Divas: Joan Crawford (Darren Hagen) and Bette Davis (Trevor Schmidt). 
Engineered Air Theatre EPCOR CENTRE $30,00 Ticketmaster. Sponsored by: Ray Todd, Re/max Central 


12:00 pm 
7:30 pm 


8:00 pm 


e United Baroque of ! s by Baroque Moderne, 12 classically-trained, Baroque-costume-wearing musicians. 
lack Singer Lobby EPCOR CENTRE $17.00 at the door. Sponsored by: SECTION XXIll architectural design 
s ‘Folk’ themes reflect the heart and al of their fans back to them in such a manner that ‘Wyrd Fans’ 
become fans for life. Martha Cohen Theatre EPCOR CENTRE $35.00 Ticketmaster. Sponsored by: Marcy Calberry, CIR Realtors 
itchSlap! Engineered Air Theatre EPC cola Cc ENT RE $30.00 Tic ketmaster. Sponsored by: Ray Tc did, Ref max Central 


The Wyrd Siste 


12:00 pm 


5:00 pm 
8:00 pm 


8:00 pm 


Delicious Jazz Soprano Gamta McClary & pianist Vicki Giiaian entertain & warm you wie some of their most rdelicio jous jazz, 
Jack Singer Lobby EPCOR CENTRE $12.00 at the door. Sponsored by: SECTION XXIII architectural design 
I t Art Central Gallery exhibitions, openings and fun! Art Central, 100 - 7 Avenue SW $n/c 
pusly Real 1 “Queer Conscience” readings from well known queer writers, “Body and Soul” a photographic interpretation 
in n black & , white, (Email photocompinfo@calgary2007.com) Jack Singer Lobby EPCOR CENTRE $15.00 at the door 


sitchSlap! Engineered Air Theatre EPCOR CENTRE $30.00 Ticketmaster, Sponsored by: Ray Todd, Re/max Central 


7:30 pm 
7:30 pm 
8:00 pm 


zing Out! Featuring choruses from Calgary & Winnipeg. Martha Cohen Theatre EPCOR CENTRE $20.00 Ticketmaster, 
-erformance Showcase Local comedians, drag performers and spoken word artists. Location tba, $10.00 at the door 
p! Engineered Air Theatre EPCOR CENTRE $30.00 Ticketmaster. Sponsored by Ray Todd, Re/max Central 


7:30 pm 


for the Performing Arte 


E> 


eect f 


4op Youth Dance with DJ and Band(s): Location tba. $10.00 at the door 


Marcy Calberry 
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100 - Employment 


400 - Personals 


OUTLOOKS CLASSIFIEDS 


101 


206 
vacation rentals 


office employment 


401 


Edmonton massage 


25 year old enjoys 
cooking, sports and 


singing. I am looking 


for a serious long-term 


office 101 massage 401 Experienced registered massage partner. Please send 
domestic ands BOOKKEEPER / Puerto Vallarta therapist. Specializing in relaxation photo with letter to: 
hades at, ACCOUNTING TECHNICIAN 2 Bedroom apmt, in old town P.V. and pain relief massage. For appt. Agyei Alexander 


service industry 


dating services 


required by a busy accountant - 
must be willing to work contract or 


Great location, 3 blocks to the blue 
chairs. Central, quiet & close to 


phone Dwayne (780) 483-3190 


PO Box 211 


Nsoatre B/A 
work wanted enmouncerionts piece work. QUICKBOOKS EXPER- restaurants, bars. Bite, a 
help wanted phone lines TISE is a necessity. Email resume to ; E-mail 401 
gardening services 107 general Bill: macbill @telus.net or phone whichwaytothebeach @yahoo.com 


refer to Casa Ciss Ciss 


vancouver massage 


we eeccscsoesccsosssesese 


“Better Than Sex (TM)” 


403- 875-5366 


health services 

personal services 
personal growth 

Escorts 4ll 
Erotic Body Massage 412 
women’s services 413 
Fimess 


salespersons wanted 108 
retail salesperson 109 


200 - Real Estate 
homes and condos 
for sale 201 
homes, apartments, and 
suites for rent 202 
shared accommodations 203 


25 year old 
strong healthy 
Ghanaian guy 
looking for a 
serious partner. 

I am caring, 
honest and 
open minded. 
Please write 
and send photo 


PUERTO VALLARTA 
MEXICO 
Boana-Torre Malibu / Condo 
Hotel, Amapas 325, Puerto Vallarta, 
Jalisco, Mexico. Tel/fax: 011 52 
(322) 222-6695, tel:011 52 (322) 
222-0999, www.boana.net 
boana@pvnet.com.mx One block 


men purr: nurturing sensuous full- 
body Tantric massage by California- 
certified connoisseur of touch. 
Individual sessions, lessons, 
workshops 604-682-3269 Ext. 9466 
www.growinghealthier.com 


Visa / MC 


PERSONAL SPACES 
Bring your wildest imagination to life 
Discrete and professional 
Special wall covering for that personal touch 
Multi purpose adult playrooms 


accommodations 204 Announcements ioe ane from gay beach. Each unit has one Pee cescccsccccccccescsssccccce to: 
accommodations wanted 205 birthdays Leather Tables bedroom, two bathrooms, kitch-| [5 G.s BEST ALL MALE MASSAGE eee 
vacation rentals 206 anniversary Rubber Chairs ic ae Hy one tia Emap a 5 Our site is: 151 P A ie ee 
office space for rent 207 obitua Stone Apparatus conditiomng. ngs Genelec ay alesse 

Real Estate Agent 208 in on m Etc. Ete. 2a, Vallarta’s largest pool. Office open NALS NCES AS EO "Box 151 


Nsoatre B/A 
Ghana West Africa 


daily 9am-Spm (CT). 


Anything you want! 
In Calgary & area 
Daniel (403) 383-3687 


Office space wanted 209 _ notices 
general 


lost & found 


402 
friends 


300 - For Sale 
automobiles 301 pitas 
home furnishings 302 weddings 
antiques and artworks 
303 600 - Travel 
accommodations 601 
travel Alberta 602 
travel BC 603 
travel Quebec 604 
travel international 605 
general 606 


700- Business 
services 701 


business opportunity 702 


305 
general sales 


FRUSTRATED BY BDSM 
E-MAIL DREAMERS? 

A letter takes more effort, respondents 
are more serious. Experienced Master, 
B/D interests, in Vancouver/Victoria area 
seriously into Master/slave scene, seeks 
slave aged 18-29 prepared to move from 
fantasy to reality. Suggest initial trial 
period (weekend or ? ). Write with phone 
and/or postal address to Box 0899. 

No e-mail! Serious only 


203 
shared 


lam a young 
27 yr. old 
Ghanian gay 
guy looking for 
friends and 
possible partner. 
I am handsome, 
romantic and 
honest. Please 
write and send 
photo to: 


Best DVDs for sale and rent! New 
releases and hard to find classics. 
computers 304 


general and miscella- 

neous 305 
garage sales 306 
pets 307 


accommodation 


Looking for a roommate in the High 
River area. New place, completely 
furnished, own bedroom with full bath. 
Rent negotiable. 

Please Call 403-652-3112 


EXPRESS “™ $ 
VIDEO = 4 
Edmonton,AB TSK ONS. 
Ph:780-482-7480. » we 


#202, 11745 Jasper Ave., 
E-mail: exec.express @shaw.ca 


Male bodybuilder business man, 
moving to Calgary. Looking to share 
accommodation with an athletic 
minded muscle jock. Reply # 0301 


Hot 26 yr. old Aftrican man seeking 
long-term relationship and possible 
marraige with man of any age. Please 
e-mail me at abusuamaame @ yahoo.com 
or write me at: 

Afrifa Armstrong 

North Briges Road 
P.O.Box 385 

Nsoatre -B/A Ghana 


Felix Agyei 

PO Box 2399 
Sunyam Brong Ahafo 
Ghana West Africa 


401 
Calgary massage 
HOW TO RESPOND TO A REPLY # — 
Send your letter to: 
Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2T 0B2 


Mark on the OUTSIDE of the envelope the number you 
wish to reply to. Outlooks will forward to the advertiser. 


204 


: Feel Better! The art of massage! 
accommodation , 


A Ghanaian gay man, 
23 yrs old. Easy going, 
honest and educated. I 
enjoy traveling and am 
seeking a Canadian gay 
man for serious friend- 
ship. Please write to: 


Rooms and Suites in | am a masseur who 
Downtown Calgary »specializes in 
$40 - $100 per night ) therapeutic, 


= : h relaxation, and 


Ee | 11” Street 


 erolic/sensual, 
massage for your 


OUTLEQKS 


Good looking 
Ghanaian young black 


ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING: Lodging romantic gay guy poesia 
CHEQUES / MONEY ORDERS Bed and Breakfast aaa fOr ays: BSchinpiSeuois lone Palm Villa Town 
e bisexuals, and term relationship. I am POBox 139 
“runeeael ree ee slim, 65kgs, 5/4”. Nostare B/A Ghana 
Interested in traveling 
PROUDLY SERVING THE For queries and 5 
OR OVER 7 TEARS appointments, Deni CPD Ine 
call (403) 619-8805, PO Box NT42 
sa me Roquestudios Massage. Zongo Street 
//WMWJISTREET. COM Berekum B/A Ghana W/A 


CURRENT DEADLINE: March 26th, 2007 


Complete this form and mail or fax it to Outlooks at the address on Page 4. 
All ads placed on our website at no extra cost. Please do not mail cash. 


SSS sear 


Please place my ad in Category # 
Please add the following headline to my ad 


($10.00 extra): ene, wre 
a | Eo | |e 
NAME: $10.00 
noone a | ES | PG cela ei es 
CITY: Headline: $10.00 
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3 Issues: SUBTRACT 10% 
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402 
friends 


Young, slim Ghanaian guy. 
Handsome, honest, caring, romantic and 
easy going. Interested in traveling and 
music. Looking for serious guy for 
friendship. Please write with photo and 
phone number : 

Kwasi Africa 
250 Flat Street 
Anakrom City P.O.Box 241 
Nsoatre B/A Ghana West Africa 


Ghanian gay guy 23 yrs. old, looking 
for friends from al] over the world 
except Ghana. Hobbies include wniting 
letters and listening to music. Please 
write to: Agtg Williams 

P. O. Box 278 Nsoatre Ghana 


Young Ghanaian slim 
guy, good looking honest 
and interest in traveling, 
music. Would like to meet 
guy for possible friendship 
one to one. No time 
wasted. Write to: 

Kyei K. Michael 

P.O.Box 349 

Berekum B/A. 

_Ghana W/A 


23 year old teacher, likes 
; swimming and travelling. 
3 Looking for a man 24-55 

years old for friendship. 
 t Write to : 

Rockson Kyerniel 

PO BOX 2193 

Sunyani B/A 

Ghana W/A 


24 year old gay male, handsome, 

romantic, honest, understanding and 
sensitive. Looking for 
good friend 30-85 years 

old for meeting and 

lasting friendship. 
D. Justicev/a 
Rodggizzole 1/A 33170 
Pordemone Italye-mail 
saintkonama@ yahoo.com 


SWE ay SEED | 
yrs..old, 56”, 70 kgs. 
¥ romantic, loyal and 
> faithful. Seeking gay 
man for long-term | 
relationship and | 
} meeting. My hobbies 
are swimming, 
outdoors, movies and 
traveling. 
| Please send photo and letter to: 

Frederick Gyasi 

P O Box 110 Nsoatre - B/A 

Ghana - W/A 

gyasi20002000@ yahoo.com 


“Young hot african guy 
26 yrs. old. Searching 
for serious partner 
anywhere in the world — | 
for long-term relation- 
ship. I’m passionate, 
easygoing and honest. 
Please write with photos 
and sitters amie: and all letters will be 
answered with photos of me. 

Richmond Kingsford 
New Village Rd P.O.Box 385 
Nsoatre - B/A Ghana 


Attractive: 26 yr. old | 
young lady, slim, 
loving, caring with 
good sense of humor, I 
am looking for long- 
term relationship 
possibly leading to 
marriage. Please write 
~ with photos and phone 

number to: 
Miss Agyeiwaa Bertha 
E. Victoria Park 
P.O Box 193 Nsoatre - B/A 
Ghana - W/Africa 


23 yrs. old gay Ghanian guy. 
Looking for friends in Canada. I am 
masculine and healthy and looking for a 
long term partner. 
Please write to: Hinneh Evans 
Stamolford Street PO Box 17NS 
NSoatre Brong Ahafo, Ghana, WA 
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dating services 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us free! 
(403) 777-9494. Enter code 3200. 


WHO’S WAITING @ HO 
FOR YOU?™ HED 
Calgary es 
403.355.2222 o4 


Vancouver 


604.257.5555 e 


Toronto 


416.915.4545 | ‘ ? 


Find Your Number 


1.800.777.8000 


general personals 


Need to talk? 416-964-6600 or 
1-877-964-6600 
Free, Confidential, Anonymous 


Foreign 
Lovers 
and immigration 


T have been helping same sex couples with 
Canadian immigration since 1994 when my 
partner became a permanent resident. I 
am one of Canada's most experienced 
professionals on immigration for same sex 
couples. Let me help you and your partner 
live “happily ever after" in Canada. 


Peter Bernier at Immigration Link 
1-888-922-9495 416-922-9495 
1 Gloucester Street, Suite 1148 
Toronto, Ontario M4Y 1L8 
out@gayimmigration.ca 


FERREIRA-WELLS 
IMMIGRATION 


Ss E R 
,% We Help Make Canada Your Home 


Complete immigration services 
Friendly, knowledgeable staff 
Extraordinary success rates 


Not sure where to begin? Call 
us today for a FREE assessment 
416-651-8889 
info@immigrationservices.ca 
www.immigrationservices.ca 
1377 Bathurst Street 
Toronto, ON M5R 3H8 


We donate to Lesbian and Gay Community Appeal 
for every new client 
Certified Canadian Immigration Consultants CCIC-CSIC 
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personal services 


| Artistic to erotic personalized nude 

photography for the individual or couple 

by (adult content) published professional 
photographer. Privacy & discretion | 

| assured. Starting at $75. No GST. Must 

| be over 18. Call Jim 403-274-5020 | 


MONTREAL 
Gay classy. Huge and thick 9” uncut. 
Versatile, awesome body, sexy. 
Available for hot sex! 
Very Open! Located in Montreal’s 
Gay Village. 24/7, Out call’s $150 
downtown Montreal 
$14-523-3825 / 514-686-SXXX 


iia 


8.5 CUT 
Jamaica Mix 
Slim Toned Swimmers Build 
In\Out 
403-608 6370 
calgary_sean@hotmail.com 


TYLER IN CALGARY 
Open minded, cute mid-twenties, nice 
features, Boyish looks. 
Tyler (403) 922-9166 


What an 
extraordinary 
way to say: 


€ 


AUBERGELL Bed & Breakfast 
Montreal 
Yvon has been receiving guests in this 
recently renovated centennial home since 
1990. 

Hardwood and heated slate floors, brick 
walls, a subdued ambiance wonderful 
antiques 
matched to magnificient modern pieces in 5 
rooms in Montreal's Gay Village, 
wireless internet and expanded Continental 
breakfast 
www.aubergell.com 
§14-597-0878 


SIR MONTCALM B&B 

Montreal 
Let Andre and Yvon host you in their modern 
Bed and Breakfast in Montreal's Gay Village 
,wireless internet, 
flat-screen televisions,3 rooms,two suites, an 


apartment/condo,all with private baths, 


full-service breakfast,beautiful deck,diningroom, 


home-theatre in a livingroom 
www.sirmontcalm.com 
514-522-7747 


605 
travel international 


Twin Oaks Campground 
& 
Lodging 
Men only, clothing optional, 


year round. 
Rural Central North Carolina 


www.ourtwinoaks.com 
twinoaks @rtelco.net 


(919) 742-3203 8am-8pm please. 


WEDDE BLISSBaLy 


April 1st, 2007 
| Celebrating the Joy and Love in Marriage! 


Are you planning to Marry? Renew your vows? 
Let’s do it together - INCOMMUNITY! 


Net proceeds go to the SHARP Foundation. 


Register online at www.askaweddingplanner.com/wbb, 
(Deadline is March 15th, 2007) 


A legal, non-dene 
Ministers; Phi 
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and Sven Capsson and enjoy the ultimate pleasures of the flesh. 


Running Time: 100 Minutes Elsewhere in the village, blond, Scandinavian-looking Sven Capsson is 
already in bed with his handsome lover Zack Jones. 


, oh ; . ; These two young men are enjoying the muscles 
There are five hot scenes with non-stop action in this movie andVilem and curves of each other’s bodies when Vilem 


Cage stars in each one. That’s easy to understand when you see this tall arrives to pay a surprise visit. Much to Sven's 
eae handsome man who is full of sex appeal with or without his clothes. delight, Vilem joins the hot action to make this the 
His dark hair, dark eyes, perfect pecs and abs that make a rigid six-pack ultimate threesome. Vilem immediately offers his 
all exude passion without him having to move. Once the action begins firm manhood to Sven’s waitin lips while Zack 


Vilem proves that bigger is better and the lucky men that join him are works hard on Sven’s perfect eight inches. These 


| Fe*king With... Vilem Cage Featuring: Vilem Cage, Billy Winchester, Zack Jones, Marc Hardon, a perfect muscular body and these two know how to worship each other 


From: Bubble B Entertainment 


eager to show their appreciation for his perfect body. hot men look as though they were made for each 
Moving bricks in his garden proves to be a hot sweaty task for Vilem other. 
and he soon takes a rest from the hot sun. Just at that moment, along The climax of the movie is a solo scene where 


comes a handsome young back-packer, Marc Hardon who is more than vilem proves his sex appeal is genuine. Even all by 

interested in the gardener lying on the ground. Instantly, Vilem discovers hineales he’s the ultimate performer. 

why Marc’s last name is extremely appropriate as the bulge in Marc’s : 

pants is very hard to conceal. Forgetting about the yard work, these two 
ot studs indulge in some love making that could spontaneously light a feview sponse 

fire. #202 - 11745 Ja 

Later, Vilem is taking a coffee break in his kitchen when Bill (780)482-7480 
Winchester drops by for an unexpected visit. Obviously, they know eac 
other well, as their greetings quickly turn to passionate sex. Billy also has 


Featuring: Jake Deckard, Collin O’Neal, Blake Nolan, Marc LaSalle, Matt place throughout the jungle in caves, clearings and anywhere they happen to be 
Cole, Jay Black, Jason Crew, Mario Cruz, Rambo, Steve Cruz at the time. 


Lords of the Jungle 


From: Raging Stallion Studios 
Bre Running time: |20 minutes plus interviews with cast One hot threesome sees young, handsome, hung Jason Crew teamed up 


with Matt Cole and the star of the movie, Jake Deckard. They come down off 
a huge, thickly overgrown hill, frustrated and angry. They are lost and they take 
it out on each other. They begin to fight and argue with each other but this 
soon turns into wild sex. Jason reveals his ten inches and the other two horny 
studs know exactly what to do with it. This scene alone is worth the cost of 
the movie. 


RAGING STALEIG SU 
R we Something has happened. Ten men have struggled to shore, washed up on a 
=: muddy beach, lucky to be alive. They are dirty and tired, hungry and desperate. 
: They will do anything to get rescued—and anything to survive! The sun is 
blistering hot and brutal, the beach is dry and hot. These desperate men will do 


anything to be rescued. ; ’ A 4 f 
Enjoy a behind the scenes look with the bonus disc and watch the Raging 


Stallion crew and cast bring all of their talent and skills to bear in this adven- 
ture. You will see and hear first hand how the harsh 
jungle elements in Hawaii fought to defy the cast and 
crew at every turn. Hear from each of the performers 
as they share their lives and adventures during produc- 


This epic production has received six GayVN award nominations and when 
you watch this movie you'll understand why. The jungle settings, great perform- 
ances, hot manly bodies and terrific camera work speak for themselves. There 
are ten hot scenes with real men struggling to survive in the jungle being 
ruthless about their passions and revealing their carnal survival instinct. 


As the days drag on, the tropical heat drives each man wild. Testosterone tion. ee bs 
builds and relief is nowhere in sight. Finally they turn to each other and the Revi phe MUSIC: toto tok 


island becomes a stage for sexual struggle. eee BODIES: 4etctok-k 


THiiy ay ACTION: tetetktek 
TALLOW S SETS: ctdilelck 


Just as panic sets in, Jake Deckard steps forward to lead the group. Food and a \ (3 & 
ie eo shelter are top priorities, and to find them the guys set out in groups to scout ANGI AS 
te apodeme haan R= the jungle-covered island for resources. 3] j i} AS } 
— STUDIOS STORY: tokkeckk 


As they set out in twos and threes, the inevitable sexual escapades take — 


Place an order 
from this ad and 
receive a5 hir. DVD 
for only $2.99! 


se Et eR ee 


TO WATCH ANY OF OUR MOVIES 


ee YVER 10,000 TITLES 

’ me a0 TO 
CHEAPEST WAY TO RENT 

BY MINUTE ¢ BY SCENE ¢ BY MOVIE 


FIVE EOP § VAs 
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Here is a sample of 
ads on Cruiseline right now! 


Friendship & Relationship: 

Hi, I'ma slim, fit, mature guy, 5111” with a 29” waist. I'm a professional freelance 
artist and a single dad. I'm very passionate and imaginitive in both life and 
sex. I'm open, adventurous, versatile and discrete, very clean and healthy. 
I'm looking for a guy who's interested in the possibility of a relationship and 
is willing to take some risks to get there. 


Casual Encounters: 

Hey guys. Older single white male in Calgary, 510", 180!b with a 6” thick 
uncut cock. | have blue eyes, I’m clean-shaven, tanned hairy body, and in 
good shape. I'm interested in getting together with another guy for some 
clean discrete, passionate fun. | like giving and receiving oral, lots of body 
contact, massaging, and | enjoy bottoming for the right guy. Non-smoker. 
| can travel or entertain. 


Casual Encounters: 

This is Ron. 5'9", 230lb, 34 years old, 6 1/2" cut, clean-shaven, shaved head, 
shaved balls, hairy chest. Usually in town for Flames games, and I'm looking 
to hook up with someone around the same age—married or bi guys. Clean, 
discrete, looking to hook up before or after the game. | can travel, but 
generally can't entertain, but once in a while | get a room. So if you're 
looking to have a nice load blown down your throat... 


Something Wild: 

I'm a big guy, around 6, 200lb, in good shape. I’m looking for submissive little 
boy bitches to bat around a bit. I’m experienced. | will, to a certain extent, 
honour your boundaries, but | want you to push your boundaries as well. 


TRY US FREE. ENTER CODE 3205 


18+ Membership by phone 1.900.451.8434 (75 min/$24,) « Further membership options call 1.877.882.2005 


grulsaling det erulse, ayia, Wy fur irsal eat “ua” Wo SPE, 


Vancouver 
604.639.3511 


Victoria 
250.414.6962 


Calgary 
403.234.6538 


=Xolanvelaixela 
780.490.2273 


416.915.4545 250.220.1000 
403.355.2222 306.374.8181 
Find men in your area: 
1.800.777.8000 


EE | 50% OFF 


for new members 


| o- 4 


Toronto St. Catherines 
416.915.1858 905.704.3646 


Hamilton Kitchener 
905.296.0566 519.342.1808 


